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A Time-Limited 
Fine Art Print by 
Daniel.A. Moore 


Preliminary pencil sketch for the artist's painting, 


SEPTEMBER 2, 1985 - ATHENS, GA 


For its 1985 season opener, the Alabama 
Crimson Tide was pitted against the Georgia 
Bulldogs before a raucous crowd in Athens and in 
front of a national television audience. Badly bitten 
by: the Dogs in their 1984 season meeting, Bama 
had since been nursing a grudge and would not be 
denied payback. Notables such as Cornelius 
Bennett, Bobby Humphrey, Greg Richardson, Van 
Tiffin, Albert Bell: and. Mike Shula led the Tide’s 
attack. YVith the help of these players’ outstanding 
performances, Bama kept the Bulldogs in check for 
almost the entire game. However, with only a 
minute left in the game.and a 13-9 lead, Bama’s 
Chris Mohr had his punt blocked by a defender and 
Calvin Ruff recovered the football in the end zone 
for a Georgia touchdown. With the extra point 
added, Georgia had taken a.3-point lead. 

Nonetheless, Quarterback Mike Shula was not 
the least bit rattled—as he was no novice when it 
came to mounting comebacks. In fact, it was in 
Bama’s final game of the 1984 season that Shula 
had led his team in a dramatic comeback to beat 
Auburn 17-15. In another few months, he would 
repeat the last-minute feat against Auburn to set 


up Van Tiffin’s.famous”52-yard. field goal. With 
only 50 ticks .remaining.on the game clock, Shula 
mounted a 7|-yard drive, hitting four. out of five 
passes—his last toss being an 18-yard touchdown 
strike over the middle to Albert Bell. With Tiffin’s 
extra point, the Tide triumphed in a 20-16 victory 
over the Bulldogs. 


SUMMER, 2003 - TUSCALOOSA, AL 


This comeback quarterback is now back at his 
alma mater. He is once again leading his football 
team — but this time as its Head Coach. He has 
taken on the challenge of leading the football pro- 
gram to perhaps its greatest comeback ever. In 
The Comeback, a striking original oil painting to be 
published as fine art limited edition prints, Daniel 
A. Moore portrays the quiet confidence, faith and 
optimism of this player, this man ... our coach. 


* Regular Edition: $175. Signed and numbered 
by Artist Daniel A. Moore. 

* Artist’s Proofs: $350. Signed and numbered 
by Artist Daniel A..Moore. 

* Custom Framing: $225. 


50% deposit required at the time of ordering. Taxes/shipping added .to above prices: 


EXPIRES SEPT. 30. 2003 — CALL NOW: 1-800-735-2787 
@ NEW LIFE ART. INC. 


3600 Lornaridge Drive Birmingham, AL 35216 * 205-979-2158 
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Welcome to the complete 
KitchenAid kitchen. 

From built-in refrigerators to 
dual fuel ranges and warming 
drawers, it’s a total experience 
in power and precision. 

So every culinary dream is 
beautifully achieved in a 
kitchen designed to perfection. 
To learn more about these 


3305 Bob Wallace Ave. products and the entire 


3 - 0. a8 
Huntsville, AL 35805 The perfect place for all things delicious. Riteheaid sine nies 
Inspired by the powers of KitchenAid. www.kitchenAid.com, 


(256) 533-2121 a or call 1.800.422.1230. 


Bob Wallace Appliance 


"Celebrating 26 years 
of serving North Alabama” 
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INSIDE THE CRIMSON TIDE On The Cover: Derrick Pope (left) and Cornelius 


Wortham are senior linebackers for Alabama. 
The linebacker corps, a mixture of old and new, 


i O N te N t S will be important to Crimson Tide success this 
year. See Page 16, Barry Fikes Photo 


Football Update: 
Time For Tide To Show Its Stuff 6 


New Alabama Football Coach Mike Shula worked his Crimson Tide behind closed doors in the pre-sea- 
son as the new Bama coaching staff worked to get the team ready for action without benefit of having 


been together in the spring. Now it’s time to see the results, by Kirk McNair 
Charlie Peprah: 
His New Home Is In Tide Secondary 11 


More than most, Crimson Tide sophomore cornerback Charlie Peprah has a reason to look to his an- 
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by Drew Champlin 
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some young ones must perform. by J.E. Lisby 
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by Kirk McNair 
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Football Update: 


by Kirk McNair 


Shula has expressed 
optimism as opener nears 


onsidering the commotion in Ala- 
( bama football since the most recent 

game was played at Hawaii last 
November 30, the Crimson Tide seems to 
have proceeded in an orderly fashion to the 
start of the 2003 season. To some extent that 
is going by blind faith, because new Coach 
Mike Shula elected to close Alabama prac- 
tices to everyone, including the media. 

But there is reason to believe that Bama 
has made excellent progress in pre-season 
practices (“camp” in the vernacular of 
Shula, who spent the previous decade and a 
half in professional football camps). Shula, 
for one, has expressed optimism regarding 
preparation for his first season as a head 
football coach. 

Rare would be the coach who would pro- 
fess that his team had enough practice to be 
ready for the opening game. But 10 days be- 
fore the August 30 opener against South 
Florida, Shula said that Bama systems were 
in place, even though in some cases, such as 
kickers, final personnel decisions had not 
been made. It was not unexpected that the 
defensive schemes had been completely in- 
stalled because the defensive staff went 
through spring practice with most of the 
players being counted on for defensive play, 
particularly in early games. 

The most surprising revelation was that 
Shula said the entire offensive package may 
be in. He said more schemes may be added, 
but said, “I feel we've got our stuff in. And I 
feel good about it. The guys have handled it 
really well. 1 think it’s stuff we can go to 
week-in and week-out. We will, of course, 
cater the package to each opponent.” 

Shula said, “Everyone has done a nice job 
learning. But we have to get the fine points 
down.” 

He said the man most responsible for 
making the offense work, quarterback 
Brodie Croyle, “needs to be more consistent, 
but he’s got a real good grasp of what we're 
trying to do.” 

While most were wondering what that of- 
fense might look like, Shula had to consider 
a thousand other details, including which 
freshmen might be redshirted this year. He 
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Mike Shula will be looking for winning performances from his Crimson Tide players when he is head 


coach for the first time on August 30. 


said there will be some. He said if it is the 
feeling of the coaching staff that a player is 
not ready to help on offense or defense, he 
won't be used on special teams. He said that 


www.BamaMag.com 


Barry Fikes Photo 


he expected defensive tackle Dominic Lee to 
play this year. He said that players like 
linebacker Terrence Jones and running back 
Tim Castille might be on special teams. The 
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Tide coach was asked specifically about full- 
back LéeRon McClain and said, “There is a 
chance he wont be used in early games. 
Until he is ready to play on offense. we 
won't use him on special teams.” 

With just over a week until the opener, 
Alabama had been relatively free of injuries. 
Naturally there were bumps and bruises and 
some players were held out of several prac- 
tices. Defensive end Antwan Odom, who has 
a history of neck and shoulder problems, 
missed a few days with a “stinger.” Back-up 
quarterback Spencer Pennington suffered a 
fracture in his right (throwing) thumb, al- 
though it may be no more than a hairline 
break. Tight end David Cavan was catching 
passes despite having suffered a broken 
wrist. Antonio Carter, who missed last sea- 
son with a leg injury, had to take occasional 
days off. Evan Mathis, who had a similar 
stress fracture in his leg, has had to practice 
through the pain. 


ith practices closed to the media, 
predicting a depth chart is diffi- 
cult, However, there have been 


only the fewest of hints of any shake-up in 
what might have been expected from last 
spring. Shula primarily has mentioned play- 
ers who would have been expected to retain 
their starting positions, offensive linemen 
like left tackle Wesley Britt and left guard 
Justin Smiley and Evan Mathis, who will 
possibly split time with Atlas Herrion. There 
has been mention only of J.B. Closner at 
center, while Dennis Alexander has been the 
only right guard noted, A bit of a surprise 
based on his lack of achievement in his first 
two seasons is that back-up tackle Von 
Ewing has been recognized for good prac- 
tices. Freshmen Chris Capps, Justin Moon, 
and Travis West are all expected to be red- 
shirted. 

Even with his broken wrist, David Cavan 
has held on to the number one tight end po- 
sition. 

There was a hint that the three freshmen 
wide receivers (Tyrone Prothro, Matt 
Caddell and Will Roach) might be held out 
this year as Alabama is juggling six seniors 
at the wide receiver positions. And how 
many positions might that be? Shula was 
discussing the top four—Zach Fletcher, 
Antonio Carter, Dre Fulgham, and Triandos 
Luke-and said, “We need to get all of them 
on the field, although they may not all be on 
the field together.” 

A guess is that Bama will ordinarily have 
two or three wide receivers on most plays. 

Part of the offensive alignment in the early 
going might depend on fullback. Greg 
McLain, last year’s starter, has missed some 
practice time this year. Although there has 
been no discussion of his injury (the new 
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privacy act prevents coaches or trainers from 
disclosing such information), McLain has a 
history of concussions, which can be career- 
ending. Bama is attempting to get freshmen 
LéRon McClain, who did not practice the 
first two weeks of camp while his academic 
clearance was finalized, and Tim Castille 
ready at fullback. 

Irs also possible the Tide could use two 
tight ends. One would be Cavan, but there 
has been no mention of either Clint 
Johnston or Donald Clarke, both of whom 
played considerably last year. 

Shula is now a college head coach, but one 
can't help but wonder, “What would a pro 
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coach do?” The answer is the so-called pro- 
set, a strong running game and play-action 
passing. 

Statistics released from Bama scrimmages 
indicate the Tide is attempting to have a bal- 
anced offense. But are the passes long? 
Short? In between? Are the runs between 
the tackles? Is there any option? Well, that 
last is pretty safely answered, “No.” 

One trait of professional football is that 
the starting quarterback is most often also 
the ending quarterback and all the in be- 
tween quarterback. And so Brodie Croyle 
will be the quarterback with (broken thumb 
permitting) Spencer Pennington his back- 


Montgomery 


Sophomore quarterback Brodie Croyle has put in long hours through the summer and pre-season camp to 


learn as much as possible in order to run the Alabama offense. 


up. The number three man is redshirt fresh- 
man Brandon Avalos. 

Shaud Williams doesn’t look like a sturdy 
tailback, but he performs like one. In the 
spring, the Mike Price staff noted that it 
wanted Williams in the game to run and to 
catch passes, but didn’t want to wear him 
out in the one-back offense, meaning they 
didn’t want him sacrificing his body as a 
blocker. While a spring depth chart would 
probably have had junior Ray Hudson num- 
ber two, whispers from the camp are that 
redshirt freshman Kenneth Darby has 
moved up into that back-up role. 


othing was damaged more by last 
Ne graduation than the defensive 

line. The NFL snatched up tackles 
Kenny King and Jarret Johnson and end 
Kindal Moorehead. Defensive linemen are 
hard to find, but Alabama has more than 
most. 

Next year the Tide will be having to re- 
build at defensive end because Nautyn 
McKay-Loescher is a senior and Antwan 
Odom is a junior who is universally expect- 
ed to declare for the NFL draft. Shula has in- 
dicated that Mark Anderson, Leslie 
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Williams, and Chris Harris will all see action 
in reserve roles at defensive end. Late 
signees Keith Saunders and Wallace Gilberry 
are expected to be redshirted. 

Despite losing its starting tackles, Alabama 
has a chance to be good on the defensive 
middle front. Ahmad Childress and Anthony 
Bryant, along with offensive lineman Dennis 
Alexander, were dedicated in summer work- 
outs and between the three of them trimmed 
a great deal of fat. Bryant has drawn particu- 
lar praise for his fall play. Although one red- 
shirt freshman, Kyle Tatum, has had to miss 
much work with an ankle injury, Jeremy 
Clarke is taking advantage of his opportuni- 
ty and should be a regular. While there had 
been a suspicion that Taylor Britt might 


Loaded 


When Alabama Football Coach Mike Shula 
was told that South Florida Coach Jim 
Leavitt had described Alabama as “loaded.” 
Shula said, “I feel comfortable. I'm glad to 


be around the players we've got. We've got 
talent. We've got good leaders. The players 
have character, as evidenced by all they've 
been through. 

“But,” Shula added, “I think South Flor- 
ida has a lot of talent, too.” 
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move from defensive tackle to the offensive 
line, Taylor continues as a back-up defensive 
tackle. And the freshman receiving the most 
praise in daily post-practice press briefings 
was defensive tackle Dominic Lee. 

Linebacker took a couple of hits this fall. 
The first and worst was the announcement 
that because of illness pre-season All-SEC 
linebacker Brooks Daniels was withdrawing 
from school this semester. While there were 
rumors of his impending move to the NFL 
or to another college team, Daniels has told 
friends that he intends to return to Alabama 
next fall. 

Meanwhile, the other starting outside 
linebacker on last year’s defense, Cornelius 
Wortham, suffered an elbow injury. There 
was speculation he would be held out 
through the South Florida game in order to 
be ready to play against Oklahoma. 

Part of the problem was solved by Derrick 
Pope, a co-first team middle linebacker with 
Freddie Roach, moving to strongside 
linebacker. And Pope was the defensive star 
and leader of camp, according to Shula. The 
other outside linebacker position is being 
handled by soph DeMeco Ryans, with red- 
shirt freshman Juwan Garth also drawing 
practice time and practice praise. 

There have been hints that freshmen 
linebackers Terrence Jones and Demarcus 
Waldrop would be activated, in part because 
of their value on special teams, but that fel- 
low freshman Earnest Nance would be red- 
shirted. 

Shula has been very pleased with the sec- 
ondary. Although there is a tendency to 
focus on his stature rather than his perfor- 
mance, 5-9 junior Anthony Madison has 
probably developed as Bama’s best corner- 
back. Charlie Peprah proved his value at the 
other cornerback spot last fall, but in camp 
he has been pushed by Thurman Ward and 
redshirt freshman Ramzee Robinson. If se- 
nior David Scott has performed as well as he 
did in the spring game, he should be in the 
mix at cornerback. 

The role of the safety has evolved into a 
key against the running game instead of the 
old “last line of defense” against the long 
pass. Years ago a team whose safeties ranked 
high in tackles was probably a poor team, 
but in today’s game the safeties must be 
good tacklers. And Bama has good ones. 

Charles Jones is slowly gaining the recog- 
nition he has earned at free safety. And while 
he has never started a game for Alabama, 
strong safety Roman Harper is discussed as a 
future great. 


S= showed he had great concerns 


about Alabama's kicking game when 
he hired Dave Ungerer from California 
to coach the Tide’s special teams. A lot goes 
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into the overall kicking game, but most of 
the attention is on the actual kickers 


were likely to go into the final week of ; Oo r Al i oO Li r UA 


The battles for placekicker and punter 


practice before a decision was made, but 


= 
Brian Bostick, who held the job part of last So Li Ve n i r | eed & n 


season, seemed to have a slight edge on 
Kyle Robinson, the left-footer who won the 
job from Bostick at the end of last year 


The competition at punter was “more un- 
settled,” said Shula. However, based on leg 


strength most expected Beau Freelend to 


emerge ahead of Jeremy Schatz. 

The only “sure thing” on the special | 1 -800- 755- BAMA 
teams depth chart was snapper, where Nick 
Ridings returns for his third year. Gabe 


Giardina, a back-up placekicker, was trying 

to win a spot on the travel roster as the 

holder for extra points and field goals. 
Shula said he was interested in security in a 

punt and kickoff return men. If freshmen ‘BOOK: STORE e fj NC. 

wide receivers Caddell and Prothro, two of 

the nation’s top kick return men in high 


school last year, are to be redshirted, it will ] O 1 5 University Blvd 


likely fall to the likes of Shaud Williams 
and Antonio Carter to return kicks. Tusc aloosa, AL 


Ungerer has indicated that back-up play- - 
ers, rather than starters, are likely to fill One Vlce Sine 


most of the coverage and protection roles 
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GAME PROGRAMS MEDIA GUIDES BOWL MEDIA GUIDES 

1971 Florida 1995 Season 1943 Orange Bowl (Boston College) 
1970 VPI 1954 Season 1945 Sugar Bowl (Duke) 

1967 Vanderbilt 1953 Season 1946 Rose Bowl (Southern Cal) 
1965 Vanderbilt 1952 Season 1948 Sugar Bowl (Texas) 

1961 Tulane 1951 Season 1953 Orange Bowl (Syracuse) 
1959 Houston, Memphis State 1950 Season 1954 Cotton Bowl (Rice) 

1958 Mississippi State, Memphis State, LSU 1949 Season 1959 Liberty Bowl (Penn State) 
1957 Tulane 1948 Season 1960 Bluebonnet Bowl (Texas) 
1954 Auburn 1947 Season 1962 Sugar Bowl (Arkansas) 
1952 LSU 1946 Season 1963 Orange Bowl (Oklahoma) 
1951 Mississippi Southern 1945 Season 1969 Liberty Bowl (Colorado) 
1945 Keesler Air Base 

1941 Mississippi State 

1940 Mercer, Tennessee, Vanderbilt 


Any Tennessee vs. Alabama Program from 1928-45 
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2003 Alabama Football Roster 


NO. NAME, POS 

| Thurman Ward, LCB 
1 Scoop McDowell, WR 
2 Antonio Carter, WR 
*2 Darrell Owens, DB 

3 Dre Fulgham, WR 

*3 Alex Fox, PK 

*3 Ryan Wilbanks, DB 
4 Tyrone Prothro, WR 

5 Brandon Brooks, WR 
*5 Josh Woodard, PK 
*5 Danny Jordan, DB 

6 Derrick Pope, MLB 

7 Brandon Avalos, QB 

8 Freddie Roach, MLB 
8 Gabe Giardina, PK 

*8 Teo Clark, QB 

9 Anthony Madison, RCB 
*9 Will Fountain, WR 
10 Carlos Andrews, 5S 
11 Matt Caddell, WR 
*11 Dennis DuBois, WR 
12 Brodie Croyle.QB 

12 Jeff Aul, P 

13 Spencer Pennington, QB 
13 Bo Freelend, P 

14 Patrick Eades, P 

15 Mike Machen, QB 
*15 Nic Luke, TB-FB 
*15 Sammy Autrey, SS 


16 Cornelius Wortham, SLB 5 


16 Jeremy Schatz, P 

*16 Derek DuBois, WR 
*16 Kendrick Eaton, WR 
17 Ramzee Robinson, LCB 
*18 Danny Barger, WR 
19 Roberto McBride, RCB 
*19 Josh Averett, WR 

20 Charles Jones, 5 

*20 Justin Ballard, TB 

21 Shaud Williams, TB 
21 Matt Grice, S 

22 Brian Bostick, PK 

“22 Ryan Babb, TB 

*22 Ben Rose, LCB 

23 David Scott, RCB 

23 Kyle Bennett, SLB 

24 DJ, Chambers, RCB 
25 Eric Johnson, SS 

*25 Walter Smith, RCB 
26 Charlie Peprah, LCB 
27 Ray Hudson, TB 

28 Jamie Christensen, PK 
*28 Tyler Straate, PK 

29 Tim Castille, TB-FB 
*29 Corey Harris, S 

30 Bryan Kilpatrick, S 

31 Greg McLain, FB 

32 Chris James, S 

33 LéRon McClain, FB 
34 Kenneth Darby, TB 
34 Charles Hosea, RCB 
35 DeMeco Ryans, WLB 
36 Eric Gray, LCB 

*36 David Steakley, WR 
37 Matt Miller, WR 

*37 William Yates, DE 
38 Josh Smith, FB 

*38 Corbin Pardue, SS 
39 Lance Taylor, WR 
*39 Will Hardy, SLB 

40 Nathan Cox, FB 

*40 Josh Taylor, DB 
*40 Michael Ziille, PK/P 
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172 
173 
162 
170 
197 
226 
188 
245 
174 
197 
180 
193 
210 
171 
173 
200 
214 
227 
257 
176 
230 
214 
195 
237 
151 
165 
144 
181 
167 
182 
203 
174 
183 
191 
188 
213 
198 
170 
184 
218 
177 
192 
170 
189 
202 
176 
177 
231 
185 
199 
244 
198 
241 
202 
184 
225 
190 
173 
199 
225 
221 
195 
187 
224 
230 
194 
254 
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HOMETOWN 
Starkville, Miss, 
Jackson, Miss. 
Tallahassee, Fla, 
Brantley 
Montevallo 
Pensacola, Fla, 
Grayson, Ga. 
Heflin 
Birmingham 
Decatur 
Northport 
Galveston, Texas 
Tuscaloosa 
Killen 
Charleston, W, Va. 
Jasper 
Thomasville 
Brewton 
Tallahassee, Fla, 
McCalla 
Colonia, N_J. 
Rainbow City 
Dadeville 
Fayette 

Eutaw 

Hoover 

Mobile 

Phenix City 
Camden 
Calhoun City Miss. 
Homewood 
Colonia, NJ. 
Camden 
Huntsville 
Tuscaloosa 
Lakeland, Fla. 
Vance 
Waynesboro, Ga. 
Eutaw 
Andrews, Texas 
Tuscaloosa 
Cullman 
Phenix City 
Rochester Hills, Mich 
Homestead, Fla. 
Boaz 

Highland Home 
Anniston 
Bartow, Fla. 
Plano, Texas 
Bonifay, Fla. 
Norcross, Ga. 
Pleasant Grove 
Birmingham 
Tuscaloosa 
Monroeville 
Lineville 
Albany, Ga. 
Northport 
Huntsville 
Padacuh, Ky. 
Bessemer 
Trinity 
Huntsville 
Rainbow City 
Tuscaloosa 
Birmingham 
Houston, Texas 
Mt Vernon 
Wetumpka 
Spanish Fort 
Calvert 
Newnan, Ga. 
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NO. NAME, POS 

41 Roman Harper, SS 
*41 Shawn Johnson, WR 
42 Juwan Garth, WLB 
43 Kyle Robinson, PK 
44 Demarcus Waldrop, WLB 
*44 Ted Gryska, TE 

*44 Joey Bearden, P 

45 Juke King, SLB 

46 Allen Long, SLB 

*46 Mike McLaughlin, PK 
47 Mark Anderson, RDE 
48 Leslie Williams, LDE 
49 PJ. Fletcher, RDE 

50 Nick Ridings, SN 

*50 Matt MeMullin, SLB 
51 Evan Mathis, RT 

*51 King Gladney, MLB 
52 Taylor Britt, LDT 

53 Brandon Dean, MLB 
*53 Mitch Grissett, SN 
54 Justin Johnson, LDE 
55 Terrence Jones, SLB 
56 Todd Bates, LDE 

57 Earnest Nance, MLB 
58 Rudy Griffin, LDE 

59 David Simmons, WLB 
60 Von Ewing, RG 

*62 Cody Grammer, C 
63 Mark Sanders, RG 

66 Andy Harrison, RG 
*67 David Sears, SN 

68 Montre Walker, C 

69 Matt Lomax, C 

70 Wesley Brit, LT 

71 Justin Moon, RT 

72 Chris Capps, RT 

73 Dennis Alexander, RG 
74 J.B. Closner, C 

75 Atlas Herrion, LT 

76 Travis West, RG 

77 Gerritt Gordon, RT 
78 Justin Smiley, LG 

79 Danny Martz, LG 

79 J.P. Adams, RDT 

80 Zach Fletcher, WR 

81 Brandon Greer, WR 
82 Marcus McKnight, WR 
$3 William Roach, WR 
*83 William Hold, WR 
84 Triandos Luke, WR 
85 Kyle Tatum, LDT 

85 Tarry Givens, WR 
*86 John Bevel, RDT 
*86 Matt Ragland, WR 
87 David Cavan, TE 

*87 Jason Bolding, WR 
88 Clint Johnston, TE 
89 Will Denniston, TE 
*89 Kyle Dyer, TE 

90 N. McKay-Lscher, LDE 
91 Chris Harris, RDE 

92 Wallace Gilberry, RDE 
93 Donald Clarke, TE 
93 Jon Brunson, RDE 

94 Keith Saunders, RDE 
94 Rusty Hill, TE 

*O4 Adam Bass, DE 

95 Ahmad Childress, RDT 
96 Dominic Lee, RDT 
97 Anthony Bryant, LDT 
98 Antwan Odom, RDE 
99 Jeremy Clark, RDT 
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HOMETOWN 
Prattville 
Mobile 

Decatur 
Cleburne, Texas 
Pinson 
Northport 
Helena 
Theodore 
Addison 
Gautier, Miss. 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Stone Mtn, Ga. 
Panama City, Fla, 
Marietta, Ga. 
Montgomery 
Homewood 
Bossier City, La. 
Cullman 
Mobile 

Red Level 
Tuscaloosa 
Northport 
Heflin 
Courtland 
Augusta, Ga. 
Geneva 

Troy 

Tuscaloosa 
Ashville 
Trussville 
Vestavia 
Hayneville 
Mobile 
Cullman 
Guntersville 
Fairburn, Ga. 
Memphis, Tenn. 
San Antonio, Texas 
Daphne 

Laurel, Miss. 
Mobile 

Ellabell, Ga, 
Gaithersburg, Md. 
Northport 
Moulton 
Rainbow City 
Callahan, Fla. 
Killen 

Austin, Texas 
Phenix City 
Prattville 
Tallahassee, Fla. 
Birmingham 
Huntsville 
Tuscaloosa 

Simi Valley, Calif. 
Wetumpka 
Mobile 
Montgomery 
Toronto, Can. 
Tuscaloosa 

Bay Minette 
Boca Raton, Fla. 
Geneva 
Willingboro, NJ. 
Hokes Bluff 
Auanta 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Birmingham 
Newbern 

Bayou LaBatre 
Daphne 


*Not on 105 early reporting roster; squad will expand to 125 later 
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Charlie Peprah: 


His New Home Is In Tide Secondary 


by Drew Champlin 


Soph cornerback gambles 
in order to make big plays 


ile Alabama football success has 

been built primarily with “home- 

grown” talent, the Crimson Tide 

has a national reputation that enables Bama to 

recruit successfully throughout the region and 

beyond. The Tide currently has one defensive 

star from outside the United States, defensive 
end Nautyn McKay-Loescher from Canada. 

Although sophomore cornerback Charlie 
Peprah was born in the United States, he has 
strong roots that stretch nearly halfway 
around the world. The country of Ghana is in 
West Africa on the Atlantic Ocean near the 
equator and on the Greenwich meridian. It is 
bounded by Burking Fast, Togo, and the Ivory 
Coast. It takes most of a day to get to Ghana 
from the United States, a 10-hour flight to 
Europe and, after a layover, a 12-hour flight to 
Ghana. 

And though Charlie Peprah has been there 
only four times, he considers Ghana his home- 
land. “I like it down there,” he said. “From the 
moment I step off the plane I feel at home. 
That's where my roots are, where my ancestors 
lived, the source of my heritage.” 

Charlie’s most famous ancestor was his ma- 
ternal grandfather, Ignatius Kutu 
Acheampong who was the chairman of the 
National Redemption Council until October, 
1975, and then chairman of the Supreme 
Military Council. According to stories Peprah 
has been told, he “staged a coup that was for 
the government and that’s how he came into 
power. Things were going wrong with the 
government and they point fingers at the head 
person even if its out of his control. So they 
removed him from office and put him under 
house arrest, and another regime came in and 
wiped all of them out.” He said his grandfa- 
ther and others were executed at a shooting 
range in 1979, four years before Charlie was 
born. His parents, Josh and Elizabeth Peprah, 
soon fled the country in fear of more violence, 
living in Europe before settling down in Fort 
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Worth, Texas, where Charlie was born. 
Charlie said, “I wish I could have met my 
grandfather, but all I know are the stories.” 
Charlie’s older brother met his grandfather, 
but, Charlie said, his brother doesn't really re- 
member. 
Peprah visited Ghana for three weeks after 


the spring semester ended and summer classes 
began. After his parents divorced, his father 
moved back to Ghana where he is in business. 
Not surprisingly, Peprah said Ghana is 
“nothing like it is here in Tuscaloosa.” 
He said, “Here I hear people complain that 
they lost their cell phone or that they wish 
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their father would buy them a new car or 
give them money. Over there they are on 
their feet working 12 hours a day just to be 
able to live. No matter how hard you think 
you have it, it’s a lot harder over there.” 

When his football playing days are over, 
Peprah will continue to live in America, but 
wants to keep Ghana a part of his life forev- 
er. 

“If | had the money I wouldn't mind get- 
ting a house down there,” Peprah said. “But 
I'm born and raised in America so I'll stay 
here, but I think I'll definitely go back (to 
Ghana) as much as I can.” 


or now, Charlie Peprah is working on 

being a good American football play- 

er. And entering his sophomore sea- 
son, Peprah is the team’s most experienced 
cornerback, starting eight of the Tide's 13 
games last season as a redshirt freshman. He 
and departed strong safety Waine Bacon tied 
for the team lead in interceptions with four. 
Peprah went into last season looking at it as 
purely a learning experience, but after senior 
starter Hirchel Bolden had a sub-par outing 
against Oklahoma, Peprah’s playing time 
steadily started to increase. 

“I got what I wanted to out of last year,” 
Peprah said. “I did more than I thought I was 
going to do. I didn’t think I was going to play 
as much as I did, I just thought I'd be in a 
supporting role. | had fun last year.” 

Peprah’s defining moment came last season 
in the Georgia game. With 8:24 to play, 
Georgia quarterback David Greene fired a 
pass that went off the hands of a Georgia 
wide receiver. Peprah snatched it out of the 
receiver's hands and returned it 35 yards for 
a touchdown, giving the Tide a 25-24 lead 
that Bama held until close to the end of the 
game in a 27-25 loss. 

“The interception was amazing,” Peprah 
said. “I kept thinking to myself that time was 
winding down and we needed a touchdown. 
Someone had to make a play, and it just hap- 
pened to be me. People tell me that was the 
loudest crowd noise they have ever heard. I 
had to go back and watch the replay on tele- 
vision to see what happened.” 

Peprah described the play: “I was playing 
off a little bit. He broke for a six- or seven- 
yard out. | saw him bobbling it, and I didn’t 
think twice. | grabbed it from him and re- 
turned it for a touchdown.” 
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Charlie Peprah had a big moment as a freshman cornerback last fall when he snatched this ball out of 
the hands of a Georgia receiver and returned it for a touchdown that gave Bama a late fourth quarter 


lead. 


Its Peprah’s ability as a “ballhawk” and his 
natural instincts to gamble and take chances 
that make him successful at the position. “1 
think to be really successful, you’ve got to 
gamble sometimes,” Peprah said. “You can't be 
conservative or you won't make the big plays.” 

Peprah also said that the ability to make 
plays doesn’t just lie in his hands. He com- 
mented on other members of the secondary, 
saying that Charles Jones is “a great safety” and 
that fellow corner Anthony Madison and 
strong safety Roman Harper can also make the 
big plays. “We'll see that with Roman and 
Anthony,” Peprah said. “They make some great 
plays. Anthony has the same ballhawk mentali- 
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Kent Gidley Photo 


ty. In practice recently someone ran a dig route 
on him. The pass was thrown, he tipped it up, 
caught it, and ran it back. We'll see them make 
the same type of plays this year.” 


is position coach, Chris Ball, likes 

the big-play ability he sees in 

Peprah. One of those big plays came 

late in the game against Tennessee in 

Knoxville last year. Bama was protecting a 

lead when Peprah picked off a screen pass 

and returned it to the one-yard line, setting 
up the final score in a 34-14 victory. 

“He's a great player with a lot of ability,” 

Ball said. “He’s got some stuff to learn, but 
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he’s learning it, and he’s worked hard this 
camp. He's got a lot of ability. He's a smart 
player, he’s going to show up every day and 
know his assignments. He's got good size 
and good speed.” 

Peprah, in large part, came to Alabama be- 
cause of his prior relationship with Dennis 
Franchione, who coached at TCU before 
coaching at Alabama in the 2001-2002 sea- 
sons. When Franchione bolted for Texas A@M 
following the 2002 year, the thought crossed 
Peprah’s mind to return to Texas, but he real- 
ized Alabama was the place he needed to be. 

“You could say I thought about it, but 1 was 
never going to act on it,” Peprah said. “I didn’t 
feel anything for A&M, so I knew I wouldn't 
go there, Franchione or not. I had already es- 
tablished a nation of friends and coaches here, 
so | knew this was the place I needed to stay. 
You can't duplicate this atmosphere.” 

No matter how things play out this year, 
Peprah says he doesn’t feel any pressure from 
other people to succeed. He knows that the 
secondary is talented and deep enough to get 
by if one person struggles. 

Peprah said. “I want to outdo what I did 


last year. I don’t want to have one good year 
when I'm here. I want to build up. The only 
pressure I have is self-imposed pressure. 
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Atlas Herrion: 


He Could Be Offensive Line MVP 


by Drew Champlin 


Senior is a back-up, but 
can play any of five spots 


t first glance, Alabama football 

seems to be in very good shape on 

the offensive line. After all, the 
Crimson Tide returns left tackle Wesley Britt 
and left guard Justin Smiley, both of them 
with All-America credentials. And like them, 
fellow junior right tackle Evan Mathis will 
be starting his third year for Bama. Addi- 
tionally, the spring produced two solid re- 
placements for last year’s graduates. J.B. 
Closner will take over at center for Alonzo 
Ephraim and Dennis Alexander, a starter as 
a freshman before backing up Marico Portis 
the past two years, looks set to have a big 
senior season, 


= 


So whats the problem? Well, potentially it 
is depth. There isn’t much experience be- 
hind the starters. 

And that makes senior Atlas Herrion per- 
haps the most important player on the of- 
fensive line. That's because Herrion is capa- 
ble of backing up any of the five offensive 
line positions—both tackle spots, both guard 
spots, and center. 

“He's very athletic, very smart, and he 
moves around well,” Offensive Line Coach 
Bob Connelly said. “He's going to fit in our 
offense very well. He’s strong enough to play 
inside, athletic enough to play outside, and 
smart enough to do it all. He’s going to help 
our offensive line all across the board.” 

Herrion recognizes himself as a back-up 
right now, but the 6-4, 286-pounder from 
Daphne wants to start. This is Herrion’s 
third year at Alabama, as he played as a re- 
serve lineman in 2001 before redshirting last 
season. Herrion played two years at Dodge 
City Community College in Kansas, where 
he was a two-year All-America. 
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“I want to contribute to the team as much 
as possible,” Herrion said. “I'd like to crack 
the starting lineup, with this being my last 
year.” 

Herrion hasn't always been set on the of- 
fensive line. Following his first year with the 
Tide in 2001, Coach Dennis Franchione 
asked Herrion to try the defensive line. He 
went through the spring of 2002 working on 
defense. But in the summer, with scholar- 
ship limits and the possibility of a greater 
need for offensive linemen in 2003, Fran- 
chione asked Herrion to redshirt. 

Herrion remembers the flip-flopping. “We 
were hurting at defensive tackle,” Herrion 
said of his 2002 experiment. “We lost David 
Daniel and a couple of other guys and we 
were light at that position. The coaches had 
seen me in some drills and liked my foot- 
work and foot speed, so they decided to 
move me to defensive tackle. It was like 
going back home, because | also played de- 
fensive tackle in junior college.” 

But Herrion would never see time at de- 
fensive tackle last season, as he and coaches 
decided it would be best to redshirt and 
come back for a fifth season. He was able to 
redshirt because he is a good student who is 
making academic progress, not always the 
case with junior college transfers. 

“The decision was mutual,” Herrion said. 
“I see we had guys like Marico Portis and 
Alonzo Ephraim graduating last year. We felt 
like I would help the team if I redshirted, 
and I would help myself if 1 redshirted be- 
cause then I could graduate while I was here. 

Herrion said he would graduate in 
December, when the season is over, with a 
degree in financial planning. 


errion has spent most of his time 

working at offensive tackle, and 

says that it is his best and favorite 
position. With returning starter Evan Mathis 
suffering from recurring pain in his legs, 
Herrion will likely spell Mathis at the posi- 
tion in games this season. 


Although Atlas Herrion has played only at offen- 
sive tackle at Bama, he has also worked at de- 
fensive tackle. And this year he is opening the 
season as the back-up at all five offensive line 
positions. Kent Gidley Photo 
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“T like tackle, either left or right,” Herrion 
said. “I feel I'm a left tackle. I've been play- 
ing it since middle school, and I feel it's my 
natural position. I feel it’s also my best posi- 
tion.” 

Herrion said, “As a tackle you're on an is- 
land. It’s just you and the defensive end. 
Every now and then you have a gang run 
where you're with the guard blocking, but 
mostly you're on an island, so you've got to 
keep the pocket big and keep the defensive 
end going down field.” 

When Mike Price was fired as Bama’s head 
coach, not all of his assistant coaches went 
with him. Connelly was retained as offen- 
sive line coach, something that Herrion says 
is very important to the lineman. 

“We had a lot of retention,” Herrion said. 
“We had the same technique and terminolo- 
gy. He knew what to expect from us, and we 
knew what to expect from him, so we had a 
lot going back and forth.” 

Connelly saw a lot out of Herrion in the 
spring, enough to know that Herrion will be 
a big part of the offensive line regardless of 
whether he is a starter or back-up. 

“He's worked diligently in learning all the 
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positions on the offensive line,” Connelly 
said. “He’s did everything you want him to 
do all summer long as far as conditioning 
himself and getting himself ready to play. He 
improved a great deal from spring. We're ex- 
pecting big things from him and he'll be a 
big part of our offense this year.” 

Connelly also said that Herrion has just as 
much of a chance as anyone to become a 
starter at some point this season. It's almost 
a given that Smiley, Britt, and Mathis will re- 
tain their spots unless there's an injury, but 
Alexander and Closner are new starters to 
the line that could be pushed by the veteran 
Herrion. 

“A lot of the guys realize that and every 
day is a new day for us,” Connelly said. “We 
are going to approach the season that way. 
Every practice is a new opportunity to get 
better. There should be no complacency in 
the offensive line.” 

Pre-season All-SEC and All-America can- 
didate Justin Smiley knows the importance 
of the top backup. Smiley recognizes 
Herrion’s ability and said that he could start 
for many teams in the SEC. 

“It's huge to have a guy like Atlas on our 
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team,” Smiley said. “Atlas is an awesome 
guy. He’s an unbelievable athlete. He can 
play any position. We need guys like that. 
We're terribly thin at all positions, and if he 
can back us up, that’s a plus. If one guy goes 
down, he can step in. He's ready. He put ina 
lot of work in the off-season.” 

Even if he isn’t starting, Herrion knows he 
must assume a role as a leader, something 
very important for a team that’s seen three 
coaches in the span of five months. 

“We lost a lot of leaders last year in Jarret 
Johnson, Kindal Moorehead, guys like that,” 
Herrion said. “I need to step up, put the 
team on my back, and push us forward to a 
winning season.” 

And he knows what he has to do if he 
wants to achieve his individual goal of be- 
coming a starter on the offensive line. 

“I've got to come out and work hard every 
day,” Herrion said. “I need to work on fun- 
damentals and getting my hands inside, and 
work on conditioning.” 

Atlas Herrion may or may not be a starter 
for Alabama this year, but as back-up to five 
men, he ranks as among the Crimson Tide's 
most critical players. 
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The Linebackers: 


Someone 
Will Have 


To Step Up 


by J.E. Lisby 


Despite losses, this should 
be a strength for Alabama 


t the conclusion of spring drills, Joe 

Kines had reason to feel good. 

Alabama's defensive coordinator was 
taking over a unit that finished third in the 
nation in 2002. And at linebacker-his posi- 
tion specialty—the Tide was returning its en- 
tire depth chart, including two players (one 
of them a 2003 pre-season All-Southeastern 
Conference) who totaled more than 100 
tackles. 

But veteran coaches like Kines know not 
to get comfortable. There is no such thing as 
an injury-proof depth chart. From May to 
August injuries and other health-related 
problems hit Bama’s linebacking corps hard. 
Brooks Daniels, who had been on target to 
break Alabama’s all-time record for career 
tackles, withdrew from school for what was 
termed a “medical problem.” And a dislocat- 
ed elbow kept Cornelius Wortham, the 
Tide’s other 100-tackle "backer last season, 
sidelined for much of fall camp. 

Within the space of a month Kines went 
from wondering how he could get enough 
reps for all his talented athletes, to casting 
about for who would start in the opening 
game. Last spring the normally conservative 
Kines allowed that “I think we're deep at 
linebacker, and it’s quality depth, too. Its not 
shallow.” 

What a difference a few months can make. 
“You just take it as it comes,” Kines said of 
Bama’s recent spate of bad luck. “When a 
crisis occurs, it’s either a crisis or an oppor- 
tunity. You can make it either one. It can ei- 
ther be the end of the world or the begin- 
ning of something real good. For one player 
our situation is going to be the beginning of 
something real good. Somebody is going to 
step up.” 


Freddie Roach was outstanding as a freshman 
middle linebacker in 2002. He is being counted 
on for an equally big season this year. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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Juwan Garth was redshirted last season, al- 
though the Crimson Tide staff was very tempted 
to play him, He has shown great athletic ability 
as he challenges for playing time at weakside 


linebacker. Barry Fikes Photo 

Before taking the Alabama job, new Head 
Coach Mike Shula had spent his entire 
coaching career in the NFL. In the pros 
when injuries strike, the team signs a new 
player or promotes someone from the taxi 
squad. But college coaches have to make do 
with the athletes on hand. “Injuries and 
things like that happen,” Shula said. “Losing 
Brooks was unfortunate, but sometimes 
there are things you can't control. We've got 
to have the mindset that no matter what 
happens to this football team, individually 
or collectively, we've got to move on. The 
next guy has got to step in. Everyone has to 
rally around. The starters have to pick their 
game up. The new guys have got to come in 
and step up to the plate.” 

Last season Freddie Roach and Derrick 
Pope shared the inside linebacker spot, 
Roach earned Freshman All-America hon- 
ors, so Bama will be solid with him in the 
middle. Fortunately Pope has the speed to 
handle any of the three linebacking posi- 
tions. “My best time the last couple of years 
in the 40-yard dash was a 4.47,” Pope said. 
“That's pretty good for my size. I’m thankful 
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to have that speed. If the middle doesn't 
work out for me, then I'd look forward to 
playing outside linebacker.” 

In Wortham’s absence Pope has gotten 
work at strongside linebacker with Roach 
handling the middle. Sophomore Demeco 
Ryans, one of only two true freshmen to see 
game action last season, will battle redshirt 
freshman Juwan Garth for the starting weak- 
side position vacated by Daniels. Those four 
would rank among the nation’s best group, 
but there are problems of depth. 

Kines said no one player can solve the 
problem, “Everybody has to pull up a little,” 
he said. “ Instead of just one person step- 
ping up, the players told me, ‘Coach, every- 
body has got to get a little bit better.” Thats 
the way we've tried to approach it. Every- 
body is trying to do a little bit more to take 
up the slack.” 


n his final season of college football, 

Derrick Pope is ready to do his part. “We 

have to step it up big time,” he said. 
“Brooks was a big loss to the team, He was 
like family to us. Its going to be tough to fill 
his shoes. In practice we're moving around 
and switching in spots to see how everyone 
fits. (Cornelius and I) are the seniors. We 
have to be the leaders. This camp I’m step- 
ping it up to become a leader on the defense 
and for the total team. I’ve always been a 
player that led by example. | try to do posi- 
tive things on and off the field. I'm out there 
running hard every play, The next guy sees 
that, and he'll want to do it, too.” 

Pope (6-0, 226) isn't the biggest linebacker 
out there, but his combination of strength 
and speed and football instinct makes him a 
formidable defender. “That comes from 
being a running back,” he said. Pope said 
his nose for the football comes from “being 
an offensive player in high school and the 
first part of junior college. You know where 
the ball is. Now on defense | have an eye for 
the football. With my size, my height and 
my speed, | have to have better instincts.” 

Pope's personal goal is ambitious. “I'd like 
to lead the team in tackles,” he said. “Hope- 
fully, whether it be at middle linebacker or 
on the outside, | can earn a starting position. 
But beyond that, I'm trying to do what 
Brooks would want me to do. That’s to get 
100 tackles.” 

Pope won't have to worry about being 
overlooked. Joe Kines is already a big fan. 
“We've got to find a way to get Derrick on 
the field,” Kines said. “He's a ‘sho nuff’ foot- 
ball player.” 

Due to NCAA probation, any of Bama’s se- 
niors could have transferred to another 
school without penalty. Pope is from Texas 
and signed with the Tide partly because of 
his uncle’s presence on the previous staff. 
Kenith Pope is now at Texas A&M, yet 
Derrick chose to stay in Tuscaloosa. “You'd 
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have to grow up watching football to under- 
stand,” Pope said. “I have a lot of uncles 
who played football. | come from a football 
family. Everywhere around the world they 
know about Alabama football. Alabama [oot- 
ball is a great program, even with the proba- 
tion.” 


ellow senior Cornelius Wortham 

could have also left, but to him it was 

a matter of commitment. He said, 
“When I signed on that dotted line in 
February of 2000, | made a commitment. 
This is my family. This is my home. It never 
crossed my mind to leave.” 

The 2003 linebacking unit will sport its 
share of talent, but behind the two seniors 
there’s not a lot of experience. “Every year | 
try to lead in my own way,” Wortham said. 
“Last year we had the D-Linemen leading. 
This year, since I've been here for three sea- 
sons as a Starter it’s time for me to rise up 
and be more vocal. Leadership isn’t really 
about ordering people around. You've got to 
earn the younger players’ confidence. If they 
believe in you, they'll listen. Sometimes its 
giving good advice. Other times it’s picking 
people's spirits up and encouraging them.” 

The hole left by Brooks Daniels at weak- 
side linebacker needs a permanent fix. Kines 
made the decision at the start of fall camp to 
switch Ryans from strongside to weak, set- 
ting up a camp-long battle between him and 
Garth. Given his experience last season and 
the fact that Garth still needs to add bulk, 
Ryans is the favorite to win the job. But the 
competition will make both players better. 
“You've got two great players going at it,” 
Wortham said. “Juwan and Demeco are both 
improved.” 

Viewing the competition as a win/win situ- 
ation for the Tide, Kines is careful not to 
make quick decisions. “We'll flip Demeco 
and Juwan back and forth. One practices 
with the first unit; then they switch.” 

At 6-2, 225 pounds, Ryans has some bulk 
over his speedier counterpart. Garth only 
weighs 205, light for an SEC linebacker. 
Ryans won the Iron Man Trophy last spring, 
designating him as the strongest pound-for- 
pound athlete in his weight class. Garth was 
a multi-sport star in high school. He's an in- 
credible leaper who led his prep basketball 
team deep into the playoffs playing center, 
despite being only 6-2. Kines said, “Each 
one does certain things special. Garth brings 
quickness and speed and he can run. Ryans 
is a little heavier. He's got a little bit more 
punch. Between the two we'll be all right.” 


hen Wortham is full speed, the 
Tide has five linebackers Kines 
has confidence in. But he feels at 
least six will be required. “We need to be 
two deep going into the first two or three 
ball games,” Kines said. “The heat and the 
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speed of the teams that we're playing require 
that. South Florida really throws the football, 
with no huddle. Our first two or three oppo- 
nents use the no huddle. There's no way we 
can go out there shorthanded. Our top group 
will be fine, but we need more than just one 
set of linebackers.” 

Sophomore Juke King is still recovering 
from a serious knee injury suffered last 
spring. He should be ready by mid-Septem- 
ber, but in the meantime at least one true 
freshman will probably play. Kines said, 
“We're fighting hard to get two groups ready. 
We're trying to find our best three and then 
get the next three ready to play behind them. 
We need a freshman to come through. 
Somebody somewhere has got to stick his 
head up.” 

Bama added three linebackers this fall, 
Terrence Jones (6-0, 198), Earnest Nance (6- 
2, 203) and Demarcus Waldrop (5-11, 178). 
“All three of them are good,” Kines said. 
“Nance is raw, but he is very physical. He will 
strike you, and he can run. | really like what 
I've seen from Terrence. I like his effort. I like 
his concentration. Demarcus’ size is certainly 
a slight detriment right now, but a good year 
in the weight room and I think he'll be fine.” 

Jones had the early edge. “He's probably the 
furthest ahead as far as assignments,” Kines 
said. “Terrence makes some freshman mis- 
takes, but the effort is there.” 

Entering his third season as a starter, 
Wortham is now the veteran. He's not dis- 
counting the challenges facing the unit, but 
he’s not worried either. “Brooks leaving and 


my injury altered things,” Wortham said. Demeco Ryans was one of the few Alabama players over the past two years to play in their freshman 
“But | think if everybody can just contribute — S¢@S0ns- He is an excellent player who could move into a starting role this year. Barry Fikes Photo 


a piece of the puzzle, then we'll reach that 
next level. We've got a lot of young guys who 
need to be ready to play. I’ve got faith in 
them. They'll rise to the occasion.” 
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Volleyball Outlook: 
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Despite Setback, Expectations High 


by Kirk McNair 


Bama must find new setter 
to go with experienced 
players in hitting positions 


here are concerns for a football team 
without a proven quarterback. Same 
for a basketball team with an inexpe- 
rienced point guard. And for Coach Judy 
Green's Alabama volleyball team, finding a 
setter—the equivalent of a quarterback or 
point guard-is high priority. 

Kenna Milner had been expected to return 
as Bama’ starting setter, but Milner elected 
to leave the team following her junior year. 
She had averaged 12.5 assists per game last 
year. Additionally, Bridget Studnicka, who 
averaged 12.2 assists per game, graduated. 
“That position is critical to success,” Green 


said. “With a good setter you have a chance 
on every ball. We don’t have anyone who 
has been a setter, but we have got to find 
someone who can do the job.” 

Ivs possible that returning starter Erin 
Price, a 6-2 senior who has been an outside 
hitter, will take over. If so, the athletic left- 
hander, who earned her degree this summer, 
would be the tallest setter in the SEC, and 
Green thinks that height—Price has a reach 
of 10 feet-could be an advantage. Abbi 
Blackburn, a 5-11 freshman, is also a candi- 
date. 

In part because of the lack of experience at 
setter, Alabama will keep things as simple as 
possible on offense, at least in the early 
going. Green said, “We'll have to be very 
good at a very few things.” As the season 
progresses, Bama will add to its playbook. 

“We don’t have to be flashy to be success- 
ful,” Green said. “We have a wealth of at- 
tackers who can score and we really just 
need to be good at hitting a small variety of 
attacks. If we can be solid and consistent in 
scoring points with those swings, then | feel 
like we'll be in good shape.” 
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Green thinks that volleyball may require 
more teamwork than any other sport since it 
involves six women working together in a 
space of only 30 feet by 30 feet. “Every play- 
er has a role, and it's an important role,” she 
said. 

Although setter has little experience, the 
area along the net has proven veterans. It 
starts with outside hitters. Erin Heffner, a 6- 
0 junior who has earned All-SEC honors in 
her first two seasons, averaged 4.7 kills per 
game last year. With Jennifer Bibber, a 6-2 
senior on the other side who averaged 3.6 
kills per game, Bama has what Green calls 
“one of the most talented outside hitter 
groups in the SEC.” Both have started the 
past two years. Talented freshman Crystal 
Hudson, 5-11, who may end up at outside 
hitter, is expected to be redshirted this sea- 
son, 

At middle, the Tide returns 6-0 sophomore 
Kelley Potter and 5-10 junior Kory Tull as 
starters and 6-1 junior Julie Farley. The posi- 
tion also includes two exciting newcomers 
in 6-3 Rachael Green and 6-2 Katie Barker. 
Jennifer Cusimano has been a hard luck 
player for the Tide, out the past two seasons 
with injury and unlikely to get started this 
year until a few weeks into the season, but 
the 6-1 sophomore is back for another shot 
at middle blocker duties. 

The sixth position on a volleyball team 
can be either a defensive specialist or a 
libero with subue differences in what each 
can or cannot do. Green is pleased with the 
top two candidates for the position(s), red- 
shirt freshman Mary Beth Moore, 5-6, and 
the team’s smallest player, 5-3 freshman 
Sarah Schneider. “I've told them their role is 
to frustrate the opponent by not allowing a 
ball to get down on the floor,” Green said. 

Green said, “With our setters being inex- 
perienced, ball control is critical. An advan- 
tage we have is that we are experienced in 
ball control.” 

The Bama coach was pleased that almost 
every player spent all or most of the summer 
in Tuscaloosa preparing for the season. 
“They came back in the best shape ever,” 
she said. “This year they are going to have to 
be mentally tough as well, because we must 
perform well in serve-receive. In the end, 
most matches will be determined by how 
well we pass and how well we serve. And we 
must be extremely disciplined in our block- 
ing system.” 


labama has had four consecutive 
winning seasons and Green, begin- 
ning her eighth year as the Tide's 


head coach, admits she can hardly believe 
how far the program has come since her ar- 
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rival. “But we’re still growing,” she said. 
“We still have ‘firsts’ to accomplish.” 
Alabama has won only one SEC division 
championship (2000) and is still looking for 
that first SEC Championship and NCAA 
Tournament bid. “In the beginning we grew 
by leaps and bounds, but as we've gone 
along the steps are smaller,” the Tide coach 
said. 

It goes to recruiting, Green said. 
“Although high school volleyball in 
Alabama gets better each year, the pool is 
still not as great as it is in long-time volley- 
ball hotbeds, like California and Chicago,” 
she said. “And while thousands of kids grow 
up dreaming of playing football for 
Alabama, we don’t have that in volleyball 
yet.” 

Green is not the only one with high expec- 
tations of this Alabama team. While the 
Crimson Tide was 19-15 last year, including 
8-8 in SEC matches (good for third in the 
SEC Western Division), this year’s squad is 
expected to challenge for the division cham- 
pionship. In a pre-season vote of SEC coach- 
es Bama was a solid second behind Arkansas 
for the West title (56 points to 52, with the 
Hogs getting eight first place votes, Bama 
the other three). Alabama also got one vote 
(Florida, which returns all starters from last 
year’s Final Four team, the other 10) to win 
the league. (Vanderbilt is the only SEC team 
that does not field a volleyball team.) 

Green hasn’t made it easy. Last year's 
Alabama schedule was ranked the nation’s 
23rd most difficult and she said this year’s 
schedule is as tough or tougher. “I don’t 
think we have any easy matches,” she said. 


Erin Heffner, a 6-0 junior outside hitter, has earned All-SEC honors in each of her first two seasons. 
She is one of a handful of top players for this year’s Alabama volleyball team. Kent Gidley Photo 
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Cross Country Outlook: 
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Youth Movement For 


by Andrew Varble II 


Men and women counting 
on young performers 


ho are these kids? That’s what 
followers of Alabama cross coun- 
try might be wondering about 


this year’s Crimson Tide men’s and women’s 
teams. Both will be sporting new looks from 
a year ago. 

For the first time in three years, the men 
go into the season without a dominant one- 
two punch at the front of the pack. The 
Crimson Tide will be without the late David 
Kimani, the best collegiate distance runner 
in the nation over the last four years. 
Kimani’s life tragically ended last spring just 
before his graduation from Alabama and his 
entry into professional track. Peter Kiprono, 
that number two runner and a star in his 
own right, has also graduated from the 
Tide's lineup. 

So for the first time since Joe Walker be- 
came the Tide’s cross country coach before 
the 2000 season, his squad will go into the 
season with question marks through out the 
lineup. 

“Pretty much every spot, one through 
seven, is up for grabs,” Walker said. “It’s 
going to bea very different year for us, and | 
think it will be a lot of fun to see how this 
group develops. They certainly have a chal- 
lenge in front of them.” 

It is a challenge made all the tougher by 
the fact that parity has come to the South- 
eastern Conference ranks. For the past five 
to six years, Alabama and Arkansas have 
dominated the field, but the gap has been 
closing and this year may be the most com- 
petitive, top-to-bottom, that the league has 
been in a decade. 

Josphat Waweru will be the Tide’s top 
newcomer, coming to the Tide from Kenya. 
Walker notes that Waweru’s contributions 
this fall will depend on how quickly he 
makes the transition to the United State and 
college life. 

Walker also pulled two distance aces from 
in-state, taking Gaiting Kara from Decatur 
and Sam Nuckols from Huntsville. Both 
have a chance to be in the mix come cham- 
pionship season. In addition to those three, 
the Tide will look to freshmen Paulo Sosa 
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Peter Etoot 


from Spring, Texas, and Damion Brown from 
Fayetteville, Arkansas. 

Providing leadership for the youngsters 
will be the Tide’s top returners, sophomores 
Peter Etoot and Tyler Stanfield, senior 
Joseph Herring, and junior Kevin Mc- 
Donough. Walker tabbed McDonough as the 
Tide’s most improved runner going into this 
season. Others who will look to make their 
mark this season include junior Curtis 
McBride and sophomores Jeff Fedler, Aaron 
Norton, Nathan Putnam and Brandon 
Salesberry. 


or the women, the youth movement is 
EF: full force. With senior Virnetta 

Greene, the Tide’s top runner from a 
year ago, probably sidelined from off-season 
surgery, Coach Steve Keith, in his third year, 
is likely to field a lineup drawn from five 
freshmen and two sophomores. 

With 14 athletes toeing the line at the 
start of the season, Keith has his numbers 
closer to where he would like them, and 
much healthier than the eight athletes at his 
disposal his first season at The Capstone. 

“Td like to get to the point where we have 
16 to 18 athletes on the team,” Keith said. 
“But growing the numbers takes time, be- 
cause you want to make sure that you have 
quality numbers.” 

Julia Hicks of Ottawa, Ontario, and Tara 
Enebak from Auburn highlight a particularly 
strong freshman class. Hicks competed for 
Canada at the 2003 World Cross Country 
Championships in Lausanne, Switzerland. 
Enebak has won four Alabama 6A state ti- 
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Both Teams 


Nicole Abram 


tles, including cross country and 3200- 
meter runs as a senior. 

Keith also added Mobile native Elizabeth 
Wancowicz, who holds the Alabama 6-A 
record in the 800- and 1600-meter runs. She 
was also a three-year all-state cross country 
runner. Jill Bryant is another Alabama state 
champion making her way to the Tide's dis- 
tance fold. Bryant, a Scottsboro native, was 
the 5A state champion in the 800- and 1600- 
meter runs as well as the state record holder 
in the mile. Dalton, Georgia, native Meg 
Carnes, a relative newcomer to cross coun- 
try, earned honors in cross country last year 
in only her second season. 

Although only sophomores, Nicole 
Abram and Blair Davis are expected to pro- 
vide leadership. Both women were strong at 
points last season and should make an even 
bigger impact this year, Also striving for a 
spot in the Tide's competitive seven will be 
senior Kara Nowak; juniors Tricia Bohan, 
Amy Henderson, and Ashley Roberts; and 
sophomores Meghan Bates and Shannon 
Flournoy. 

In addition to being high on his young 
team, Keith likes the Tide’s schedule. 
Competing every other weekend, Alabama 
will have an opportunity to mix in some 
training runs after competitions. 

“Especially early in the season, with such 
a young team, we're going to need all the 
miles we can fit in,” Keith said. “Our first 
couple of away meets not only will test us in 
terms of competition, but the next day we 
will be able to get in training runs on good 
courses, which will help us tremendously.” 
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Soccer Outlook: 
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by Craig Wysock 


First goal is SEC Tourney 
at Orange Beach 


raining camp venues rarely have any 

| impact on a team’s season. In fact, 

most Alabama teams do all (or almost 

all) their training on campus. And that’s true 

of almost every sport at every college. But 

for this year’s Alabama Crimson Tide soccer 
team, three words come to mind. 

Location, Location. Location. 

That's because each year Alabama's soccer 
team, like many Alabama residents, spends a 
week at Orange Beach to prep for the fall 
season. This has been going on for several 
years, but this season there is a great deal of 
significance to the venue; more than a group 
of soccer players enjoying palm trees and 
sand instead of dogwoods and red clay. 

This year Orange Beach will host the 
Southeastern Conference Soccer Tourna- 
ment. And Alabama wants to be there. 

The Crimson Tide women (no surprise 
here) love training in Orange Beach. Like 
vacationers, it’s no fun to go back to the real 
world. And it’s particularly tough for the se- 
niors to have their last camp at the resort 
area on the Alabama Gulf Coast. 

Like the members of Alabama’s other 
“football"team, Bama soccer players need no 
extra incentive to advance to the post-sea- 
son. But now they have just a little addition- 
al reason. Tide Soccer Coach Don Staley 
said, “We have not been able to advance to 
the tournament in a few years and we've got 
seven seniors who are very hungry to make 
it to their first SEC. And because it’s in 
Orange Beach this year, our home away 
from home, it wouldn't make sense for us 
not to be there.” 

Those seven seniors, along with the 18 
other athletes making wp the 25-woman ros- 
ter, will have to improve on last year’s 2-5-2 
SEC record in order to enjoy what Orange 
Beach has to offer November 6-9. 


S taley is confident that his team’s con- 


ference record will improve a great 
deal. He noted depth as a quality of 
this year’s squad. He even compared the 
level of skill from top to bottom to that of 
his 1997 team at the Capstone. Not bad, 
considering that group put up the second 
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Senior forward Dawn Nash will be counted on 
for her play and for her leadership as Bama tries 
to get back to the SEC Tournament. 

Kent Gidley Photo 


best record in Tide history and won the SEC 
Western Division crown. 

“We've got so many athletes that are so 
close when it comes to skill-level,” Staley 
said. “There's a heck of a lot of parity on our 
roster, And that’s a good thing. The injury 
bug has bitten us a couple of times already 
this season and we'll need all the depth we 
can get.” 

The head coach wasn’t allowed to give spe- 
cific details on injuries, due to the NCAAs 
new privacy laws, but he did say that he ex- 
pected the team to be 100 per cent by the 
beginning of SEC play. 

Staley mentioned key senior returnees 
who will be counted on for major contribu- 
tions, including forward Dawn Nash, mid- 
fielders Katie Holtzapfel and Rebecca Baker, 
and sweeper Lauren Imwalle. 

Other seniors who will be making their 
final appearances for the Tide include for- 
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wards Melissa Montgomery and Elizabeth 
Jannik and defender Caroline Bolz. 

Those seven will look to duplicate what 
the seniors on last year's team contributed. 
Missy Keller and Kim Zarzour brought lead- 
ership and grittiness, and both eclipsed the 
1600 minutes-played mark. Staley believes 
this group of seniors is of the same stuff. 

A difficult aspect of college athletics is that 
almost every year the team loses quality 
players. Replacing those lost athletes with 
capable newcomers is top priority, 

The Tide's roster includes six freshmen 
this year and Staley has said that each has a 
chance to see significant playing time right 
away. Early playing time is a good measure 
of quality. 

“Emily Pitek will help us out right away at 
defense and Carly Carson will push Laura 
Lowman for the starting (goal)keeper job,” 
Staley said. “And I've been really impressed 
with the speed midfielder Gillian Kilburn 
gives us.” 

The other three freshmen, Courtney Van 
Winkle and twin sisters Suzanne and Leigh 
Baker, all hail from the same club team out 
of Atlanta. That team, Concord '03 Silver, 
was ranked sixth nationally in club play last 
year. Having three girls from the same suc- 
cessful club team should pay dividends for 
the Tide as well. 


hysically, Staley says his team com- 
Pe= favorably to all the teams com- 

peting for the SEC tournament spots. 
Mentally though, Staley pointed out that not 
getting over the hump has taken its toll in 
previous years. Knowing that the tourna- 
ment is in Orange Beach might provide that 
extra push, 

Staley believes another positive for this 
year’s team is a new assistant coach, Teresa 
Patterson. Patterson, who spent the last six 
seasons as the head coach at Marshall 
University, will concentrate her coaching ex- 
pertise towards the goalies. The experience 
she brings to the program could be another 
positive influence for the upcoming season. 

“Teresa's already made a significant contri- 
bution administratively and | have also been 
impressed with what she’s done with our 
goalies already,” Staley said. “I think this is 
one of the most cohesive staffs I've ever been 
a part of. I had the option of bringing in 
youth or experience, and | went with experi- 
ence over youth.” 

The third member of the Tide coaching 
staff, Rena Richardson, is in her third season 
at The Capstone, Before joining the staff, she 
was the first head coach at Louisiana- 
Monroe. Richardson was responsible for 
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starting the program from scratch, so she 
knows all about the ups and downs of colle- 
giate athletics. 

Staley feels like he’s got one of the best 
staffs he’s ever had. From a personnel stand- 
point, he likens this year’s team to one of the 
best he’s ever had, and from an intangibles 
standpoint (i.e., Orange Beach), Staley 
knows things could not have worked out 
better for his program. It would appear that 
everything is in place for a return to great- 
ness for the Tide soccer program. 

“We've got one goal this year, plain and 
simple,” Staley said. “Make it to the SEC 
tournament. When you make it to the SEC 
tournament everything else seems to fall 
into place. We've got to embrace the fact 
that this is a good year for our chances and 
go from there.” 

Being selected for the SEC tournament al- 
most assures a team a bid to the NCAA tour- 
nament, and that is a goal of every team-to 
play for the national championship. Staley 
realizes that. “All we have to do is make it to 
Orange Beach and everything else will take 
care of itself,” he said. 

If everything goes according to plan, the 
seniors will get their wish and enjoy one last 
trip to their home away from home. And it 
won't be training. 
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Football Recruiting: 


ee 2 
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State Loaded With Big Players 


by Freddie Kirby 


Alabama high schools 
have linemen, linebackers 


understanding ol the future, then Alabama 

football recruiters know they need to be 
finding big men. The past two recruiting sea- 
sons have resulted in Bama obtaining the signa- 
tures of just four offensive linemen (and one of 
them, Grant Dickey, has transferred), seven de- 
fensive linemen (and only one, Dominic Lee, 
last February), no tight ends, and just seven 
linebackers (including one, Derrick Pope, who 
is playing his final season for the Tide). 

So while Bama needs some big men, the good 
news is that there is a large number of the large 
guys in Alabama high schools this year. Here is 
a look at some of those prospects, some of 
whom may not be Crimson Tide recruiting tar- 
gets. Its also likely that during the course of the 
season the evaluations will change, some of 
these dropping from the list of highly-sought, 
some who are not now listed as top prospects 
raising their stock. These are listed alphabeti- 
cally by position, 


|: ivs true that a look at the past brings an 


Tight End 

Trent Davidson is a 6-6, 242-pounder from 
T.R. Miller High School in Brewton. He has 
been clocked at 4.66 seconds in the 40-yard 
dash and is a National Honor Society member 
with a 3,4 grade point average (GPA) and 24 
score on the ACT. As a junior he had 15 recep- 
tions for 210 yards and two touchdowns (one 
in the state championship game) for the state 
championship team. He is an exceptional 
blocker and is his team’s deep snapper. He is 
considering Alabama, Auburn, Florida State, 
Florida, and LSU, 

Travis McCall, 6-3, 230, 4.69, from Prattville 
is primarily a blocking tight end and he graded 
90 per cent as a junior. Although he played last 
year with a broken hand, he did manage two 
receptions, He had six touchdown receptions 
as a sophomore. He has a 2.5 GPA and 18 ACT. 
He benches 250, squats 475, and hang cleans 
290. Alabama leads Auburn and Clemson for 
McCall. 

Nick Walker, 6-6, 235, 4.83, from Pike 
County in Brundidge was all-state last year as 
he had 37 catches for over 800 yards and 10 
touchdowns. (He plays with one of the states 
top quarterback prospects, Chris Nickson.) He 
is also an excellent blocker. He benches 245, 
squats 405, and power cleans 250. He has a 3.2 
GPA. He has early interest in Alabama, 
Auburn, Florida, and Florida State. 

Other prep tight ends who could earn major 
college scholarships are: 

Alan Bishop, 6-4, 230, Daleville; Ricky 
Bradberry, 6-3, 240, Gardendale; James Causey, 
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6-3, 250, Pell City; Dustin Foote, 6-6, 215, 

Plainview; Trey Johnson, 6-2, 255, Eufaula; and 

Harlan Kennedy, 6-6, 250, Huntsville Grissom. 
Offensive Line 

Antoine Caldwell, 6-4, 265, 4.92, is an offen- 
sive guard at Robert E. Lee in Montgomery. He 
graded 85 per cent blocking efficiency and gave 
up only one sack as a junior, He benches 255, 
squats 470, and power cleans 225. He has a 3.2 
GPA and a 21 on the ACT. He is interested in 
Alabama, Auburn, LSU, Arkansas, UAB, 
Louisville, Southern Miss, and Tennessee. 

Cody Davis, 6-7, 265, 5.0, is an offensive 
tackle at Tuscaloosa Hillcrest, He was a tight 
end as a sophomore, then moved to left tackle 
last year. He graded 86 per cent blocking effi- 
ciency as a junior. His father, Bert Davis, and 
uncles, Butch and Bryant Davis, played at 
Wichita State. Butch (not the Cleveland 
Browns coach) also played with the Denver 
Broncos and Miami Dolphins. He has a 28-inch 
vertical jump, benches 315, squats 500, and 
hang cleans 315. He has a 2.6 GPA and 16 
ACT. He favors Alabama, Florida, Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State, South Carolina, and Auburn. 

Drew Davis, 6-7, 285, 5.5, is an offensive 
tackle from Sparta Academy in Evergreen. As a 
junior he was a private school all-state selection 
who graded 90 per cent. He also isa starter on 
the defensive front and he had 44 tackles and 
five sacks in 11 games, He benches just 250 so 
he will have to get much stronger for the col- 
lege game. He has scored 18 on the ACT. He 
lists Alabama (leader), Arkansas, Auburn, 
Florida, and Ole Miss. 

Jeff Farr, 6-3, 300, 5.4, is a two-way lineman 
from Pell City who projects as a college guard 
or center, He has started since his freshman 
year and has played defensive tackle and both 
guard and tackle on offense, He has camped at 
Alabama every year since 1998, He has a 23- 
inch vertical jump, benches 360, and squats 
450. He has a 3.0 GPA and 17 ACT, He lists 
Alabama (favorite), Auburn, Mississippi State, 
LSU, Clemson, Southern Miss, South Carolina, 
and Nebraska. 

Cody Greene, 6-6, 300, 5.3, is a tackle at 
Cullman after transferring from Oneonta. 
He was one of the top six linemen in this 
summer's Florida football camp. He also 
camped at Alabama and Auburn, In practice 
he goes head-to-head against the state’s top 
defensive lineman, Justin Britt. He has a 24- 
inch vertical jump, benches 345, squats 520, 
and power cleans 305. He has an 80 average. 
He lists his top five as Alabama, Florida, 
Arkansas, Auburn, and Tennessee. 

Al Jefferson, 6-2, 265, 5.1, is a guard at 
Mobile Davidson who is expected to move to 
center in college. Last year he graded 87 per 
cent. He lost 25 pounds this summer, He verti- 
cal jumps 28 inches, incline benches 405, 
squats 450, and power cleans 265. He has at- 
tended Alabama and Auburn camps twice 
each, as well as camps at LSU, Florida, 
Southern Miss, Mississippi State, and Troy 
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State. He has a 2.9 GPA and 17 ACT. He likes 
Alabama, Auburn, Kentucky, LSU, Florida, 
Mississippi State, Southern Miss, and Troy 
State. 

Jonathan Lyons, 6-3, 298, 5.39, from McGill 
Toolen in Mobile, is a tackle and guard in high 
school who will be a tackle in college. He al- 
lowed just two sacks as a sophomore, none last 
season, He graded 94 per cent. He has a 24- 
inch vertical jump with a 300 bench press, 455 
squat, and 275 power clean. He has camped at 
Alabama, LSU, and Auburn. He has a 3.2 GPA, 
19 ACT. He lists Alabama, LSU, Auburn, 
Georgia, and Florida State, 

Brandon Montgomery, 6-3, 240, 5,0, is a 
guard at Hillcrest in Evergreen. He has tremen- 
dous strength (385 bench press, 585 squat) and 
graded 82 per cent last year. Some project him 
as a defensive tackle and he had over 100 tack- 
les as a junior. He has a 2.8 GPA. He has inter- 
est in Alabama, Auburn, Ohio State, Ole Miss, 
and Tennessee, 

Brandon Nix, 6-4, 270, 4.95, is a guard from 
Coosa Valley Academy in Harpersville. He is a 
four-year starter and private school all-state se- 
lection and Defensive Player of the Year. 
Although expected to be on offense in college, 
as a junior he had 77 tackles, five sacks, three 
pass knockdowns, and two blocked extra 
points. He also stands out in basketball (center) 
and baseball (right field), He benches 365, 
squats 550, and power cleans 250. He has a 3,6 
GPA and 22 ACT. He has announced for 
Mississippi State over Auburn, Georgia Tech 
and Vanderbilt. 

Eric Phillips, 6-5, 250, 4.8, from Wenonah in 
Birmingham, has made his reputation as a de- 
fensive end, but may be an offensive tackle in 
college. As a junior he had 50 tackles and three 
sacks. He benches 300, squats 375, deadlifts 
420, and power cleans 250. He has a 2.6 GPA. 
He lists Auburn, Alabama, UAB, Arkansas, and 
Ole Miss. 

B.J. Stabler, 6-5, 291, 5.2, is a tackle from 
Clarke County High School in Grove Hill. 
This 16-year-old graded 95 per cent and av- 
eraged six pancakes per game. He had 13 in 
one contest. All-state as a junior, he is con- 
sidered the top offensive line prospect in 
Alabama by some. He has a 510 squat, but 
needs to work on his upper body for his 
bench press is 265 and his power clean is 
245. He has a 3.0 GPA and 16 ACT. He has 
offers from his top four of Auburn, Alabama, 
LSU, and South Carolina. 

John Watts, 6-6, 261, 5,0, is a tackle from 
Russellville. He lived in the shadows of Aaron 
Sears (Tennessee) as a junior. He graded over 
85 per cent and allowed only four sacks. He 
benches 275, squats 405, and power cleans 
245. He has a 3.1 GPA and 15 ACT. He lists 
Auburn, Alabama, LSU, Ole Miss, and Florida. 

Others to watch are: 

Chester Adams, 6-5, 325, Luverne; Andrew 
Black, 6-3, 300, Huntsville Grissom; Jason 
Bosley, 6-4, 280, Huntsville Grissom; Justin 
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Brown, 6-2, 290, Birmingham Wenonah; Tavaris 
Cockrell, 6-3, 285, Birmingham Parker; TJ. 
Claud, 6-3, 275, Birmingham Briarwood 
Christian; Nathan Farrow, 6-3, 275, Pinson Clay- 
Chalkville; Chris Forte, 6-3, 310, Birmingham 
Huffman; Wesley Giles, 6-2, 280, Bay Minette; 
Jonathan Javine, 6-3, 315, Tuscaloosa Central; 
Allen Johnson, 6-3, 280, Mobile Murphy; 
Alphonso Johnson, 6-1, 290, Montgomery Jeff 
Davis; Antonio Kelly, 6-3, 300, Brundidge Pike 
County; Sean Mason, 6-5, 275, Brookwood; 
Nathan McCall, 6-2, 280, Dothan; Nate 
McManus, 6-3, 295, Mountain Brook; Rick 
Miller, 6-5, 290, Dadeville; Reginald Powe, 6-7, 
320, Mobile Murphy; Robert Reyes, 6-6, 280, 
Mobile Shaw; Jordan Smith, 6-4, 260, Jemison; 
Cody Turner, 6-5, 340, Flomaton; Dustin 
Wallace, 6-4, 280, Wetumpka; Larry Watkins, 6- 
3, 320, Decatur Austin; Nathan Webb, 6-1, 265, 
Stevenson North Jackson; and Garrett Windham, 
6-7, 285, Andalusia Straughn. 
Defensive Line 

Justin Britt, 64, 255, 4.8, is a defensive tackle 
from Cullman and likely the states number one 
player. Some say he is the best player in his fam- 
ily, even though brother Wesley is an All- 
America at Alabama and brother, Taylor has 
worked his way into the playing rotation for the 
Tide, Justin has amassed 375 tackles in his first 
three seasons, including 110 tackles and 16 
tackles for loss last year while splitting time be- 
tween end and linebacker. He is also a tight end. 
He has camped at Alabama, Auburn, Georgia, 
Florida State, Tennessee, and LSU. He benches 
325, squats 435, and has a 30-inch vertical 
jump. He has a 3.5 GPA in advanced classes, 17 
on the ACT. Alabama and Georgia lead 
Tennessee, LSU, Auburn, and Florida State. 

David Brown, 6-3, 260, 4.87, is defensive end 
from Bob Jones in Madison. He has traveled and 
lived throughout the U.S. and in two foreign 
countries due to his father being an Army 
colonel. He came to Alabama as a 6-0, 180- 
pound freshman. As a junior he had 85 tackles, 
12 tackles for loss, and eight sacks playing de- 
fensive end. As a senior he is playing tackle on 
running downs and end on passing downs. He 
benches 320 and squats 550. He has a 3.9 GPA 
and 23 ACT. He lists Alabama and Notre Dame 
ahead of Auburn, Stanford and Georgia Tech. 

Kevin Hamilton, 6-3, 250, 4.88, is a defensive 
end from Prattville. As a junior he had 56 tack- 
les, eight tackles for loss, eight sacks, four 
caused fumbles, and one interception. He is a 
three-year starter. He has camped at Florida 
State, Auburn, and Alabama. He benches 265, 
squats 395, and power cleans 245. He has a 2.5 
GPA. He is interested in Arkansas, Ole Miss, 
Clemson, Louisville, Auburn, Mississippi State, 
and Alabama. 

Jeramie Holifield, 6-5, 250, 4.6, is a defen- 
sive end from Hoover who transferred from 
Bessemer Jess Lanier prior to his junior year. 
He earned his starting job at Hoover midway 
through his junior season and finished the 
year with 58 tackles and eight sacks. He 
ranks Alabama and LSU ahead of Florida, 
Auburn, Tennessee and Oregon, 

Allen McKinstry is a 6-3, 291, 5.16 defen- 
sive tackle from Aliceville His new coach, 
Maurice Belser (former Alabama offensive 
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lineman), says McKinstry is starting to show 
signs of being a force. He camped at Alabama. 
He is also being courted by Southern Miss, 
Troy State, Mississippi State, and UAB. He 
benches 345 and parallel squats 535. He has a 
2.3 GPA and 16 ACT. 

Jacquez McKissic, 6-7, 250, 4.96, is a two-way 
player from Opelika who projects as a college 
defensive end. He began his junior year at offen- 
sive tackle and showed he was a tremendous 
blocker. His blocking ability and size had several 
scouts projecting him as a tight end in college. 
However, he moved over to defensive end for 
the final six games of his junior year and 
showed that he is a natural pass rusher and solid 
run stopper. He finished his junior year with 32 
tackles and eight sacks in just six games on de- 
fense. He has a 32-inch vertical jump and he has 
a very athletic family, He is the cousin of Kelcey 
Luke (Auburn), Nic Luke (Alabama) and their 
half brother, Triandos Luke (Alabama), He has 
camped at Auburn and Alabama. He benches 
260, squats 395, and hang cleans 265, He has a 
3.0 GPA and scored 17 on the ACT. He has a 
long list, including Alabama and Auburn, 

Philip Nola, 6-4, 260, 4,9, is defensive tackle 
from Spain Park High School in Birmingham. 
He developed his footwork by playing goalie for 
the soccer team. He had 85 tackles and five 
sacks his junior year. He has camped at 
Alabama, Auburn, and UAB, He benches 315, 
squats +50, and power cleans 270, He has a 23- 
inch vertical jump, a 2.75 GPA, and a 23 ACT, 
He likes Auburn, Alabama, North Carolina 
State, North Carolina, Illinois, and UAB. 

Emmanuel Perry, 6-4, 325, 5.1, is a defensive 
tackle from Montgomery Carver who is playing 
just his second year of football. He had 65 tack- 
les and 20 sacks his junior year. He has a 29- 
inch vertical jump, benches 385, squats 630, 
power cleans 275, and deadlifts 405. He has a 
2.5 GPA. He has attended camps at Alabama and 
Florida State. He favors Auburn, Alabama, 
Tennessee, Florida State, West Virginia, and 
Mississippi State. 
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Jason Smiley, 6-6, 240, 4.8, is a defensive end 
from Charles Henderson High School in Troy. 
He spent his first three seasons at offensive tack- 
le. He benches 285, squats 500, and power 
cleans 240. He has attended camps at Ole Miss 
and Central Florida, He has a 3.1 GPA and 17 
ACT. He lists Alabama, Auburn, Central Florida, 
Ole Miss, UAB, and Troy State. 

Brandon Suggs, 6-2, 252, 4.8, is a defensive 
end from Russellville who could grow to 
tackle size. Last year he had 72 tackles, 11 
sacks, eight tackles for loss, and three fumble 
recoveries. He doubles as a goal line tight end 
and he grabbed two touchdowns as a junior. 
He benches 285, squats 465, and power 
cleans 265. He lists Alabama, Auburn, Ole 
Miss, and Mississippi State. 

Blake Williams. 6-1, 240, 4.8, is a defensive 
end from Lexington. His junior year was his first 
in football. He had 62 tackles and 12 sacks. He 
will also start at tight end his senior year, plus 
will have a role in all special teams. He benches 
300, has a 3.55 GPA, and scored 22 on the ACT, 
He likes Alabama, Auburn, North Alabama, 
UAB, West Alabama, and Jacksonville State. 

Other top defensive linemen include: 

Maurice Coleman, 6-1, 270, Eufaula; Titus 
Daniels, 5-11, 265, 4.84, Prattville; Shelby 
Davis, 6-3, 245, Montgomey Trinity 
Presbyterian; Anthony Douglas, 6-4, 230, 
Eufaula; Jeremy East, 6-2, 260, Ashland Clay 
County; Joey Glass, 6-5, 270, Calera; Brian 
Hollimon, 6-4, 215, Hillsboro East Lawrence; 
Matt Jackson, 6-2, 230, Hoover; Aaron Jones, 
6-0, 250, Russellville; David Mason, 6-2, 210, 
McCalla McAdory; Anterrio Rodgers, 6-3, 275, 
Brundidge Pike County; and Mitchell Waters, 
6-5, 240, Montgomery Trinity Presbyterian. 

Linebacker 

Tony Bell, 6-3, 210, 4.5, from Thompson in 
Alabaster, is considered by many to be the state's 
top linebacker prospect. He was a first team all- 
state selection at safety as a sophomore and that 
is the position he prefers in college. As a junior 
he had 96 tackles, three sacks, and three inter- 
ceptions. He plays linebacker, back-up running 
back, and kickoff returner. He benches 270 (five 
reps), squats 415, and has a 37-inch vertical 
jump. He has a 3.0 GPA and 17 ACT. He lists 
Tennessee, Auburn, Georgia, LSU, and Alabama. 

Titus Brown, 6-3, 205, 4.66, from Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest, could grow into a defensive end, As a 
junior he had 80 tackles, four sacks, four caused 
fumbles, and two fumble recoveries. He camped 
at Alabama and Auburn. He occasionally plays 
offense in a two tight end set and he has a 32- 
inch vertical jump. He benches 300, squats 450, 
and power cleans 300. He has a 2.7 GPA. He has 
interest in Alabama, Auburn, Memphis, UAB, 
and Northwestern. 

Larico Crumpton, 6-4, 200, 4.6, from 
Shelby County in Columbiana, is an all- 
around athlete who has turned his life around 
and become a prospect. He has played wide 
receiver and cornerback, but most project him 
to play strong safety or outside linebacker in 
college. He had just one scoring reception on 
offense due to playing on a running team, but 
his 55 tackles on defense caught the eyes of 
many. He had a 30-inch vertical jump at 
Alabama and Ole Miss camps. He benches 


27 


275, squats 435, and power cleans 250. He 
lists Alabama, Auburn, Louisville, Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State, Clemson, and Virginia. 

Curtis Dawson, 6-1, 255, 4.7, is an inside 
linebacker from Hoover. His coach, Rush Propst, 
said, “He is the most dominant high school play- 
er | have coached, and that includes Antwan 
Odom (Alabama).” He has played defensive 
end. He finished his junior campaign with 145 
tackles and nine sacks. He benches 400, squats 
540, and power cleans 320. He has a 2.4 GPA. 
He lists Alabama, Auburn, Tennessee, Georgia, 
Ole Miss, and Mississippi State. 

Kris Guyton, 6-3, 210, 4.58 is a linebacker 
and defensive end at Tuscaloosa Hillcrest. He 
missed four games with an injury as a sopho- 
more and managed just 30 tackles. He bounced 
back with a healthy junior year and was credit- 
ed with 111 tackles, one sack, one interception, 
and one fumble recovery as an inside lineback- 
er. He benches 300, squats 575, and power 
cleans 260. He has a 32-inch vertical jump, a 
3.25 GPA, and an 18 ACT. His uncle, Earnest 
Pate, Jr., played at Jackson State. He lists 
Alabama, Southern Miss, Auburn, Memphis, 
Mississippi State, and MTSU. 

Courtney Harden, 6-1, 207, 4.55, from 
Colbert County in Leighton, led his team to the 
state finals as his team’s second-leading rusher 
and third-leading tackler. He rushed for 860 
yards and 14 touchdowns as a junior, plus had 


60 tackles and three sacks. He camped at 
Auburn and displayed a 35-inch vertical jump. 
He has committed to Auburn over UAB. He 
benches 260 and power cleans 275. He has a 
3,3 GPA and 18 ACT. 

Tyler Hearin, 6-2, 208, 4.6, from Cullman, 
missed his junior year after suffering a severe 
leg fracture in a pre-season jamboree. His 
sophomore year he posted 102 tackles, three 
interceptions, two fumble recoveries, and 
three caused fumbles. He camped at Alabama, 
Georgia Tech, Auburn, Ole Miss, Vanderbilt, 
and Southern Miss. He benches 265 and 
squats 440, He has a 3.7 GPA and 22 ACT. He 
is interested in Alabama, Auburn, Georgia 
Tech, Ole Miss, Troy State, and MTSU, 

Terrance Higgins, 6-1, 219, 4.56, from 
Tarrant in Birmingham, averaged 12 tackles 
a game as a junior. He is the defensive leader 
of a team that allowed just 42 points last 
season. He has attended the Nike camp at 
Auburn and the Titans camp in Nashville. 
He benches 360 and he hang cleans 335. He 
has a 3.5 GPA and made 15 on his ACT. He 
lists Auburn as his favorite, with Alabama, 
Ole Miss, LSU, Tennessee, Arkansas, and 
Nebraska all showing interest. 

James “Jazz” Johnson, 6-2, 245, 4.7, from 
Litchfield in Gadsden, missed some games 
as a junior and still managed 101 tackles, 
five caused fumbles, and three pass break- 
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ups. He played tight end as a freshman and 
sophomore, He plays on a state semi-finalist 
(12-2 record) team. He benches 335, squats 
405, and has a 30-inch vertical jump. He has 
a “B" average. He lists Auburn, Georgia, 
Alabama, Florida, and Tennessee. 

Andrew Jones, 5-11, 225, 4.68, from Minor in 
Adamsville, had 130 tackles, 21 tackles for loss, 
16 sacks, five caused fumbles. and five fumble 
recoveries last year. He has a 34-inch vertical 
jump, benches 350 and squats 550. He has a 


4.0 GPA and scored 20 on the ACT. He camped 


at Auburn, Alabama, Tennessee, Southern 
Miss, Mississippi State, and Georgia Tech 
camps. He lists his schools as Navy, Southern 
Miss, Ole Miss, Auburn, Alabama, Vanderbilt, 
Georgia Tech, and Georgia, 

Dusty Lindsey, 6-4, 216, 4.65 from Davidson 
in Mobile was Region 6A Linebacker of the 
Year as a junior alter he led the Port City with 
152 tackles. He had 19 sacks, 35 hurries, three 
interceptions, and six fumble recoveries. He 
camped at Alabama, Auburn, LSU, and 
Mississippi State. He is also a stellar baseball 
player who led the Mobile area with nine 
home runs and batted .383,. He benches 320, 
squats 415, power cleans 310, and deadlifts 
505. He has a 2.6 GPA and 17 ACT. His 
schools of interest include Alabama, Auburn, 
LSU, and Mississippi State. 

Jordi Lindsey, 6-3, 225, 4.65 from Davidson 
in Mobile, is Dusty’s twin brother. Last year he 
posted 147 tackles, six sacks, and four fumble 
recoveries, The twins’ grandfather, Vernon 
Lindsey, played in the NFL [or the Philadelphia 
Eagles in the 1970s. Jordin is also a baseball 
standout who batted .486 with seven home 
runs as a junior. He benches 335, squats 415, 
power cleans 265, and deadlilts 480. He has a 
2.7 GPA and18 ACT. He camped at Alabama, 
Auburn, LSU, and Mississippi State and those 
are his schools of interest, 

JeBron Manson, 5-10, 215, 4.55 from Tus- 
caloosa Hillcrest, is a four-year starter who 
had 93 tackles and two interceptions last 
year. He is the cousin of Markus Manson, the 
star running back on his team, and he also is 
his backup. His junior year he had 136 yards 
and four touchdowns He had 48 tackles as a 
freshman and 110 as a sophomore. He has 
camped at Alabama, Auburn, and Southern 
Miss. He has a 33-inch vertical jump, a 2.5 
GPA, and 17 ACT. He benches 375, squats 
550, and power cleans 335. He has offers on 
the table from Michigan State and Oregon 
State, plus he is getting strong looks from 
Alabama, Auburn, Arkansas, Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State. and Southern Miss, 

Other linebackers capable of being among 
Lop prospects are: 

Detric Causey, 6-1, 200, Silas Southern 
Choctaw; Deon Franklin, 6-2, 220, Millbrook 
Stanhope Elmore; Drew Gunnells, 6-2, 205, 
Vestavia Hills; Joe Henderson, 6-2, 200, 
Birmingham John Carroll; Harvey Logan, 6-0, 
245, Tuscaloosa Central; Wallace Reynolds, 6- 
4, 240, Sylacauga B.B. Comer; Grant Stovall, 6- 
5, 210, Carbon Hill; Wilton Triggs, 6-4, 200, 
Huntsville Butler; Caleb Wade, 5-11, 220, 
Pinson Clay-Chalkville; and Jake Wingo, 6-0, 
205, Tuscaloosa Hillcrest. 
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SCORECARD 


New Coaches 

Eric Meflquham, a former Alabama assistant 
swimming coach, has returned to the 
Crimson Tide as head coach of the men’s and 
women’s swimming and diving programs. 
Mellquham is joined by another former Tide 
assistant, Sonya Porter returns to the Alabama 
staff as an assistant coach alter two years al 
Louisville. 

“This is something Sonya and I have always 
talked about,” Meltlquham said. “Coming 
back to Alabama, where we went to school 
and really started our coaching careers was 
something we have always wanted to do. | 
have had two main career goals: to be the 
head US Olympics coach and to be head 
coach at Alabama.” 

Mellquham, a Dalton, Massachusetts, na- 
live, returns to Tuscaloosa following four 
years as head coach at West Virginia. His 
Mountaineers broke 28 school records, pro- 
duced the men’ first ever Big East champions, 
and gained the first individual NCAA appear- 
ance in 14 seasons. In 2002, his men’s squad 
produced the first West Virginia winning 
record since becoming a member of the Big 
East conference, while 11 of his swimmers 
garnered all-Big East honors, including five in 
2002. 

Before taking over at West Virginia, 
Mellquham spent three years as an assistant 
coach at Virginia, helping transform the 
Cavaliers into a nationally recognized sprint 
program, leading them to back-to-back 
Atlantic Coast Conference titles in 1998 and 
1999. He coached 18 swimmers to 52 All- 
America honors during his tenure al 
Virginia. During his career, Mcllquham has 
been part of numerous elite swimming pro- 
grams, coaching four top 10 NCAA teams 
and eight top 20 teams. Internationally, 
Mellquham, served as the head coach of the 
Egyptian National team at the 2000 Sydney 
Olympics. 

A graduate of Oakland University in 1992, 
Mellquham received a degree in psychology 
and was the recipient of the NCAA post-grad- 
uate scholarship award during his senior year. 
He received his masters in exercise physiology 
from Alabama in 1994. 

As a swimmer for Oakland from 1989-92, 
Mcllquham was a four-time All-American and 
a four-time NCAA Division Il Champion, He 
served as team captain for two seasons and 
was an academic All-America his senior year, 
He was inducted into the Oakland University 
Hall of Honor last April. 

He is the current NCAA II record-holder in 
three events - the 200- and 400-meter medley 
relays and the 200 [ree relay, He held the 
NCAA 100 butterfly record for nearly a 
decade before it was eclipsed during the 2002 
season, 

Porter comes to Alabama alter a two-year 
stint at Louisville, where she was head coach 
of the men and women’s swimming and div- 
ing teams. A 1996 Alabama graduate and a 
1993 graduate of the University of Canberra 
(Australia), Porter went to Louisville after a 
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year as assistant coach under Mellquham at 
West Virginia, Prior to her stint at WVU, she 
spent three years as an assistant coach at 
Northwestern. She was a volunteer coach ai 
Colorado State University for the 1996-97 sea- 
son and a student assistant coach at Alabama 
from 1994-96, 


Murphy To Olympies 

Alabama Softball Coach Patrick Murphy 
had something of a “busman’s holiday” this 
summer, serving as hitting instructor for the 
Canadian national team. And it was a success- 
ful stint as he helped the Canadians to a 10-0 
record in the “Americas Qualifier” tourna- 
ment in Puerto Rico. That championship gave 
Canada the final spot in the 2004 Olympic 
Games to be held in Athens, Greece. 

“This team reminded me a lot of this year’s 
Alabama team,” said Murphy. “We were the 
underdog most of the summer but we thrived 
on that, This was a great team to work with.” 

The tournament was a five team round robin 
involving the Cayman Islands, Canacla, the 
Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico and 
Venezuela. After round robin play, the top two 
teams played a best of three series for the right 
to go to the Olympics. Canada defeated the 
Dominican Republic by 3-2 and 3-0. 

The Canadians will join Australia, China, 
Chinese-Taipei, Greece, Italy, Japan and the 
United States in the 2004 games. 


Tide Shines In Nassau 

Alabama Basketball Coach Mark Gottfried 
faces a 2003-04 season where he'll be replac- 
ing four starters. Three four-year starters have 
graduated and Mo Williams elected to go to 
the NBA after only two seasons at Bama. 

In order to get some experience for the play- 
ers who will be expected to [ill shoes this year, 
Gottfried took his players to Nassau in the 
Bahamas in August to get some game experi- 
ence against some international competition. 
It is a move he says he’s glacl he made. 

While competition from the teams in the 
Bahamas was not good, Alabama won all 
five games. And it was valuable experience 
for players like sophomore inside players 
Chuck Davis and Evan Brock and [or 
Antoine Pettway, who is expected to take 
over al point guard, 

Junior guard Earnest Shelton led the Tide 
with 27.8 points per game. Davis averaged 
17.8 points and 8.2 rebounds, Kennedy 
Winston, the Tide's returning starting small 
forward, suffered a minor injury and had 
only limited work. 

Perhaps of more importance was the 10 
days of practice that returning players were 
able to have in Tuscaloosa before going to 
Nassau, Alabama's ten returning veterans 
made the trip. Although Bama has five in- 
coming freshmen, NCAA rules did not allow 
them to participate in practice or make the 
trip. 

Gottfried said those players will still have 
an opportunity to earn playing time when 
practice starts in mid-October. 
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Gotlried said, “We have a long way to go 
before we become a competitive team in the 
SEC, but this was a good start for us.” 


Two Go From Player To Coach 

Beth Vice and Shun Hunter, key members of 
the Alabama women's basketball team the past 
five years, will continue their hoop careers 
this season as graduate assistant coaches with 
college teams. 

Vice, a native of Mt. Sterling, Kentucky, will 
serve as the graduate assistant coach at Troy 
State. She will be joining the staff of Mike 
Murphy, a former Tide assistant coach. Vice 
will also be back with former Alabama team- 
mate Joni Crenshaw, who is an assistant coach 
at Troy State. 

Hunter, who spent the summer as a volun- 
leer assistant in the Bama women’s basketball 
office, joins the stalf of Sue Semrau at Florida 
State University as a graduate assistant. 
Hunter is a native of Pensacola, Florida. 

Both players graduated from Alabama in 
May, 


Crimson Tradition Leader 

Lance Coyan, who previously served as the 
director of Leadership Gifts for the University 
of Alabama, has been named director of the 
Crimson Tradition Fund. 

The Crimson Tradition Fund was estab- 
lished by Athletics Director Mal Moore in 
the Spring of 2002 as a $100 million fund- 
raising campaign for athletic facility im- 
provements, including the expansion of 
Bryant-Denny Stadium, renovation of Paul 
W. Bryant Hall into an academic facility, ren- 
ovations to Coleman Coliseum, the addition 
of a new strength and conditioning center, 
and construction of women’s soccer stadium 
and men's and women’s tennis facility. 

Covan served the past year as director of 
Leadership Gilts in the Office of Advance- 
ment at the University of Alabama. As the 
director, Covan’s role concentrated on top 
tier philanthropic gifts within UAs Office of 
Advancement. Covan most recently served 
as the regional resource development direc- 
tor at The Salvation Army's corporate divi- 
sional headquarters. Covan has also worked 
with the American Red Cross and as director 
of international relations with the 
International Professional Resources for 
China, where he managed a team of 33 em- 
ployees while living in China, 

A native of Mobile, Covan earned his bach- 
elors degree in organizational communication 
from UA in 1993 and has also studied at 
Sichuan Union University in Chengdu, China 
and Indiana University-Purdue University at 
Indianapolis (IUPUT). 


Freshman Of Year...Again 

The Southeastern Conference office has an- 
nounced that University of Alabama [freshman 
Peter Etoot has been named the 2003 SEC 
Men's Track Freshman of the Year for the 2003 
indoor season. With the award, Etoot is now a 
two-time Freshman of the year, having been 
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named the SEC Freshman of the Year for the 
2002 cross country season as well. 


Tiders In Amateur 

Daniel Creel, an upcoming sophomore on 
the Alabama men’ golf team, qualified for the 
2003 United States Amateur, while Darby 
Sligh, an upcoming junior for the Alabama 
women’ team, carded opening rounds of 79 
and 73 at the 103rd U.S. Women’s Amateur 
Championship to advance into the match- 
play portion of the event. 

Creel won the qualifier at Dancing Rabbit in 
Philadelphia, Mississippi, with a 145. He was 
one of three golfers in that qualifier who ad- 
vanced to the 2003 U.S. Amateur which was 
to be held August 18-24 at Oakmont Country 
Club in Oakmont, Pennsylvania. 

Creel, who is from Florence and prepped at 
Brooks High School, was a 2001 U.S. Junior 
Amateur participant, He was a three-time all- 
state selection and was the 2002 Alabama 
state high school 4A champion. 

The Crimson Tide’s golf program has a 
long-standing tradition of sending golfers to 
the U.S. Amateur and can even claim the 
greatest of feats, an actual U.S. Amateur 
champion. Jerry Pate won the U.S. Amateur 
in 1974 and went on to a successful PGA ca- 
reer. He’s currently preparing to join the 
Champions Tour, Alabama's U.S. Amateur 
qualifiers include Pate (1974), Alan Pate 
(1975). Jim Kilduff (1976 and 1979), Cecil 
Ingram (1980), Jim Kelson (1982), Alan 
Pope (1984), Spike McRoy (1989), Dicky 
Pride (1990 and 1992), Jeff Street (1990), 
Greg Letson (1992 and 1995), Chip Deason 
(1993 and 1996), Scott Taylor (1993), Jeff 
Amershadian (1993), Patrick Vadden (1994 
and 1997), Mayson Petty (1995), John 
Stahlschmidt (1996), Tim Arnoult (1997), 
Wes Vance (1999), Chip Zahn (1999), Nick 
Rousey (1999), Austin Hynson (2001) and 
Clint Provost (2002), 

Creel, Hynson and Provost are members of 
this year’s Tide squad. 

This year's women’s championship was held 
at the Philadelphia Country Club in early 
August, 

Sligh, a native of North Augusta, South 
Carolina, played her way into the prestigious 
amateur event by advancing through a pair of 
qualifying tournaments. Her two round total 
of 152 placed her in a tie for 49th place. The 
top 64 qualified for match play, where she was 
eliminated. 


Volleyball Achievement 

For the second consecutive season the 
Alabama volleyball program was honored by 
the American Volleyball Coaches Association 
for its work in the classroom. The Crimson 
Tide was one of 35 Division 1 volleyball teams 
to earn the prestigious AVCA Team Academic 
Award. 

Alabama was the only SEC school to gar- 
ner the accolade given to squad's that main- 
tain an overall composite GPA of 3.30 or 
higher for the academic year. 

“We have strived to bring the best student- 
athletes to our program,” said Coach Judy 
Green. “This honor demonstrates the type stu- 
dents we have on our team. | am yery proud of 
their dedication and commitment to this team 
on the court as well as in the classroom.” 
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Volleyball 


Date wher 4 Gr 
Georgia Tech Invitational 


Aug. 29 Coastal Carolina 4:00 
Aug. 30 Northwestern 1:00 
Aug. 30 Georgia Tech 6:30 


Mizuno Classic @ Boseman, Mont, 


Sept.5 Utah State 6:00 
Sept.6 Kansas State 1:00 
Sept.6 Montana State 8:30 
Sept. 11 @ Butler 6:00 
Sept. 12 @ Louisville 6:30 


Crimson Tide Invitational 


Sept. 19 Jacksonville State Noon 
Sept. 19 Georgia Southern —_7:00 
Sept. 20 Alabama-B’ham 7:00 
Sept.26 @ Florida 6:00 
Sept.28 @ Georgia 12:30 
Oct.3  @ Arkansas 7:00 
Oct.5 @LSU 1:30 
Oct.10 Georgia 7:00 
Oct.12 Florida 1:30 
Oct.15  @ Auburn 7:00 
Oct. 19 @ Tennessee 1:00 
oct. 22 South Alabama 7:00 
Oct. 24 = Mississippi State 7:00 
Oct. 26 Mississippi 1:30 
Oct.31 Kentucky 7:00 
Noy.2 South Carolina 1:30 
Nov.5 Southern Miss 7:00 
Nov.7 @ Mississippi 7:00 
Nov.9 @ Mississippi State 1:30 
Nov. 12 Auburn 7:00 
Nov, 16 LSU 1:30 


Noy. 21-23 SEC Championships 
@ Columbia, S.C. 


Dec. 4- NCAA First & Second 
Dec.7 Rounds @ TBA campus 
Dec. 11- NCAA Regionals 
Dec. 14 @TBA campus 
Dec. 18- NCAA Finals 
Dec. 20 @ Dallas (Reunion Arena) 
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2003 Alabama Football Schedule 


Date Opponent Site *Time/TV Series Record 
Aug. 30 South Florida Birmingham 2 p.m./ESPN First Meeting 
Sept.6 Oklahoma Tusealoosa —_-6:45p.m./ESPN Even, 1-1-1 
Sept. 13 Kentucky Tuscaloosa TBA Alabama leads, 31-2-1 
Sept. 20 Northern Illinois Tuscaloosa TBA First Meeting 
Sept. 27 Arkansas Tuscaloosa TBA Alabama leads, 9-4-0 
Oct. 4+ Georgia Athens TBA Alabama leads, 35-23-4 
Oct. 11 Southern Miss (HC) Tuscaloosa TBA Alabama leads, 31-6-2 
Oct. 18 Mississippi Oxford TBA Alabama leads, 40-8-2 
Oct. 25 Tennessee Tuscaloosa TBA Alabama leads, 43-35-7 
Noy. 8 Mississippi State Starkville TBA Alabama leads, 69-15-3 
Nov. 15 LSU Tuscaloosa TBA Alabama leads, 43-18-5 
Nov. 22 Auburn Auburn TBA Alabama leads, 38-28-1 
Novy. 29. Hawaii Honolulu TBA Alabama leads, 1-0-0 


*Central time and subject to change. Times for remaining games will be announced follow- 
ing a 12-day advance selection by television networks—CBS, ESPN, and Jefferson-Pilot. 


Cross Country 


Date 
Sept. 5 
Sept. 19 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 3 
Oct. 10 
Oct. 11 
Oct. 18 


Oct. 25 
Nov. 3 


Nav. 15 


Nov, 24 


Soccer 


Opponent CT 


Samford (Exh.) 6:00 
@ Huntsville 

@ Jacksonville State 7:00 
@ Alabama-Bham — 2:00 
@ Wyoming 2:00 


@ Northern Arizona Noon 


Tennessee Tech 7:00 
Arkansas State 1:00 
@ Rice 7:00 


@ Sam Houston State 2:00 


Louisiana-Lafayette 7:00 
South Alabama 1:00 
@ Florida 6:00 
@ South Carolina Noon 
Kentucky 7:00 
Vanderbilt 1:00 
@ Mississippi 7:30 
@ Mississippi State 1:00 
LSU 7:00 
Arkansas 1:00 
Auburn 1:00 
SEC Championships 

@ Orange Beach 


Meet 

Belmont Opener 

@ Nashville 

Crimson Classic 

@ Notre Dame Invite (M) 
Appalachian State Invite (W) 
@ Boone, N.C. 

@ Auburn Invite (W) 

@ Auburn Invite (M) 

Chile Pepper 

@ Fayetteville 

@ Mississippi St Invite (W) 
SEC Championships 

@ Athens 

NCAA South Regionals 

@ Auburn 

NCAA Championships 

@ Waterloo, lowa 
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Rates so low they'll 
leave you smiling... 


And hometown, 
friendly service that 
will help you stop 
spending all your 
money on bills! 

If you’re a homeowner, we 
can help you pay off all your 


bills and give you one, lower 
payment. 


All it takes is a phone call to 
get started. 


Loan amount Loan amount Loan amount 
$80,000 $100,000 $120,000 
Monthly pymt. Monthly pymt. Monthly pymt. 
$359.24* $449.04* $538.85* 


*3.998 APR, 1 yr. ARM, 2/6 caps + TBill, 2.75 margin. Subject to credit. Rates as of 05/08/03. Rates subject to change. Fixed rates as low as 5.75% 


Programs available for * Less than perfect credit ¢ Self - em- 
ployed/unable to verify income * Doublewide homes with 
land (no singlewides please) * Purchasing your dream home (no 
mobile homes,please) ¢ Refinance to a lower rate 


e Fast approvals * Local Closings ¢ Cash to you in just days! 


Homeowners: call toll-free anytime, 24 hours a day, seven days a week: 


The Mortgage Outlet, Inc. 1-888-263-6557 


ban e Visit us at www.moneyoutlet.com ¢ 
FM erate saa 15 State Residential Mortgage Lender * 7501 S. Memorial Pkwy., Ste. 208, Huntsville, AL 
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@PIN UNIVERSITY®°_ i 


WEAR THEM! SHARE THEM! 


COLLECT THEM! 


Pin U® Spirit Pins are 
an excellent way to display the 


Alabama Spirit and support the Tide! 


Our pins are uniquely designed for the 
Alabama fan to collect, wear, or share. 
Pins are available individually, in 
Se, boxed gift sets or in a Limited Edition 
CRIMSON TIDE, , Collector's Set. 


AUBURA 


The 2003 Pin U" Spirit Pin 
Collection includes 14 new designs: 
13 NEW Gameday designs 
Beat Auburn! 


Returning Favorites 
ony Big Al AUBURN 
200 Roll Tide 


AVAILA, 
BLE! Bama Oval 


2003 Limited Edition Set 
A handsomely arranged, numbered set with Alabama Script TAP (3 styles!) 
13 Gameday pins, Script “A”, Beat Auburn!, and a 
Limited Edition Pin in a 10” x 12” hinged solid cherry case. 


Purchase your 
| S88 4-866-979-1400 
by calling toll free: 


or visit us on the Web at www. pinuniversity.com 


F : : Pin U® Products are also available at your favorite Alabama Retailer! 
Pin University* Alabama Bookstore, Bama Fever, University Supply Store, University Collectibles 
Spirit Pins : ; 


All images of pins do not reflect actual size of pins. Pin University products are produced by Collegiate Trading Company and ar edfici ally acbred andli censal ly “Te Unvesityd Ala bam. @ he 


With Cub Cadet Model 2166 lawn tractors, you really do get it all. 
These hard workers have exclusive steel direct drive shafts for greater 


SAVE $800 


performance and durability. Plus, don’t miss these special savings, 


and discover how premium tractors are supposed to be built. 


+ Premium 16 HP Kohler OHV engine 
- Steel direct drive shaft 


- AutoHydro™ transmission 


Alexandria 


Valley Farm Tractor 


2568209111 
Andalusia 
G&SLawnand 
Tractor 
251-222-0933 
Arab 
TheParts 
Connection 
256-586-6772 
Ashville 
Fouts Tractor Co 
205-594-7000 


* Some os Cosh until 


required. 
1/13/03 


promotions subject to chon 


* Product Price: Actual retoil peices ore set by deoler and may vory. Taxes, freight, 


Atmore 
Escambia Lawn & 
Rental 
251-368-1580 
Besserner 
Susan's Outdoor 
Power 
206-428-0460 
Brownsboro 


Maynard Equipment 
256-776-9435 


Centre 
Coosa Valley Equip. 
256-927-3314 


Centre 
The Tractor Place 
256-927-7550 
Columbiana 
Estate Garden & 
Rental 
205-660-6574 


Cottondale 
Action Turf Services 
206-556-8899 
Cullman 
Farley Tractor 
Company. Inc. 
256-730-9004 


Cub Cadet-\ 


Engineered for people who know better. 


di 


C 
ut 


etup ond hondlin 


ange $.50. 


- Fully welded steel frame 
» 42” QuickAttach™ deck 


Cullman 
Hare Tractor 
256-7853 


Demopolis 
Ward Appliance 
344-269-0488 
Florence 
Oakley 
Equipmert 
256-764-9699 
Hamilton 
Goodson 


Feed Company 
206.921-4493 


Bowman-Weaver 
Equipmert 
256-657-3256 
Killen 
Neal's Tire & 
Appliance 
256-757-5121 
Madison 
Lawn Mower Plus 
256.896.0779 


Moulton 
Moukon Implement 
256-974-5021 


charges may be odditioncl and may vory. Models shown subject to limited availability. 


O/ FINANCING 


UNTIL APRIL 2004" 


Sardis City ‘alladega Warrior 
Farmtown Taladega Roger's True Value 
256-593-7182 Intemational 205-647-6921 
Scottsboro 256-3626113 Winfield 
Maynard Tallassee Spann Hardware 
Equipment Holt Auto Sales & 205-487-2103 
256-250-3329 Equipmert 
Sek 334-283-6507 
Overlook Motors Tanner 
3%-872-2132 McCutcheon Tractor 
s i 256-2329115 
Snead Tuscumbia 
Equipment Tri-County Int'l 
205-487-2103 256-383-5601 


o interest will be due prior to April 1, 2004, as indicated on your pesiodic stotement. A minimum financed perchose of $799 is required. Minimum peyments are 

if the purchase price is paid in full prior to the April 1, 2004, expiration date, the deferred Finance Charges will be woived ond not added to your account. Effective 
Credit provided by Mal Creek Bonk. Financing promotions are for residential customers only. Financing promotions avoiloble through 8/31/03. Financing 

ject to change. Power Credit Cords ore only accepted ot porticipoting independent retail locations. 


The way we see it, your license is the most important thing in 
4 - 


your wallet. So get the most out of it. With the bold Magnum® a 
GRAB LIFE BY THE HORNS 


power of Dodge Ram. The corner-hugging agility of Stratus. 


The rugged capability of Durango. Even Caravan has all the 
DODGE 


right moves. For more, visit or.call 800 


A DRIVER’S LICENSE ~ 
~ ISA TERRIBLE THING ‘ 
TO WASTE. ©” obt 


ene 
rh: 


z 
Sy 


Caravan 


‘ Stratus og! Ba Heese e SN Oa: 


